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American Civil War: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Disappointed BookBy Peter J. D'OnofrioJohn Mullin Batten was 
appointed as an Acting Assistant Surgeon, U.S. Navy on March 22, 1864. He served in and among the coastal waters 
and rivers of the Eastern seaboard, mainly around the Carolinas. He was honorably discharged on March 23, 1866. 
Reminiscences of Two Years in the United States Navy is written in a diary style. Originally published in 1881, it tells 
of Dr. Batten’s time aboard the U.S. Steamer Valley City. It must have been an extremely boring two years as he only 
mentions doing a “medical survey” only twice during his two years of service. These are the only mention of anything 
medically related. This narrative was more of a naval command officer rather than a naval doctor. As such, it was very 
disappointing for those looking for medical content. Reminiscences is a short, easy read of only 60 pages. If one 
wishes to learn what sea duty was like along the Carolina coast and inland waters, this is a book to read. If one is 
looking for anything dealing with naval medicine at sea, don’t bother. This reviewer would not recommend this book 
unless you just want to take up space on your book shelf.Reviewed by Peter J. D'Onofrio, Ph.D.President, Society of 
Civil War Surgeons, Inc.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. One StarBy SkipperOld stuff not 
interesting0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Two StarsBy Donald M. Smithvery exciting and writen in 
1860 style. Short on detail.

At sea with the United States NavyJohn Batten joined the United States Navy in 1864 and was appointed as an 
Assistant Surgeon and posted to the steamer, USS Princeton. He was later transferred to the USS Valley City where he 
experienced most of his service principally patrolling the North Carolina coastline. Batten underwent many hardships 
and riveting experiences including torpedoing, artillery duels and sniper attacks by Confederate sharpshooters before a 
final transfer to the monitors Oneota and Catawba and wars end. An interesting first hand account by a Civil war naval 
officer and a first rate source work for those interested in the history of the period. Available in soft cover and hard 
cover with dust jacket, head and tail bands and gold foil lettering to the spine. A credit to your book shelves!


