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Brian L. Keefe : Red was the Blood of Our Forefathers  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Red was the Blood of Our Forefathers: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Highly recommended, especially for Native American studies and 
history shelvesBy Midwest Book ReviewIn 1992, Brian Keefe met Joe Medicine Crow, one of the leaders of the Crow 
tribe, at a Crow Indian gathering. Keefe carefully recorded the war stories that Joe Medicine Crow and other Crow 
historians told him. The result is Red was the Blood of Our Forefathers: Episodes from Crow Indian Intertribal 
Warfare, an anthology of true stories describing episodes of intertribal warfare from the perspective of the Crow 
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Indian tribe. Chronicling the struggle between Crow and Sioux, Cheyenne, Blackfeet, and Shoshoni over who would 
control land and horses, the stories range from simple horse-stealing expeditions to brutal battles in which the losing 
side was "rubbed out". A handful of black-and-white photographs illustrate this excellent chronology, accessible to 
readers of all backgrounds, that brings to vivid life the true story of the Crows at war. Highly recommended, especially 
for Native American studies and history shelves.

During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Sioux, Cheyenne, Blackfeet, and Shoshoni tribes applied constant 
pressure in attempts to take over Crow land in the Big Horn and Yellowstone regions of Montana and Wyoming. Brian 
L. Keefe chronicles encounters of intertribal warfare in this work of oral history.


