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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Brilliant. Important. A Must-read.By VirginiaWilesThisisa
fantastic book. Very careful and powerful thinking going on here. | look forward to more from Coulthard. Thisislife-
changing. The intellect is crisp and honest. A must read for anyone seeking to understand Colonialism and
Decolonization. Focused on First Nations, to be sure ... but relevant for all thinkers on the issues of colonialism and
decolonization. A must read. Sure to become a classic.4 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy
ShankarVery informative and helpful to understand Indigenism.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful.
Excellent book - a must readBy Am Johal Excellent book - a must read. Thoughtful and careful analysisthat is
necessary, particularly in the current political climate. Gives along look at the nature of settler colonial relations with
indigenous peoples and critiques the politics of recognition in a precise way.

WINNER OF:Frantz Fanon Outstanding Book from the Caribbean Philosophical AssociationCanadian Political
Science Association’s C.B. MacPherson PrizeStudies in Political Economy Book Prize Over the past forty years,
recognition has become the dominant mode of negotiation and decol onization between the nation-state and Indigenous
nations in North America. The term “recognition” shapes debates over Indigenous cultural distinctiveness, Indigenous
rights to land and self-government, and Indigenous peoples’ right to benefit from the development of their lands and
resources.In awork of critically engaged political theory, Glen Sean Coulthard challenges recognition as a method of
organizing difference and identity in liberal politics, questioning the assumption that contemporary difference and past
histories of destructive colonialism between the state and Indigenous peoples can be reconciled through a process of
acknowledgment. Beyond this, Coulthard examines an alternative politics—one that seeks to revalue, reconstruct, and
redeploy Indigenous cultural practices based on self-recognition rather than on seeking appreciation from the very
agents of colonialism.Coulthard demonstrates how a* place-based” modification of Karl Marx’s theory of “primitive
accumulation” throws light on Indigenous—state relations in settler-colonial contexts and how Frantz Fanon’s critique
of colonia recognition shows that this relationship reproduces itself over time. This framework strengthens his
exploration of the ways that the palitics of recognition has come to serve the interests of settler-colonial power.In
addressing the core tenets of Indigenous resistance movements, like Red Power and Idle No More, Coulthard offers
fresh insights into the politics of active decolonization.

"While Red Skin, White Masks focuses on indigenous experiences in Canada, it isimmediately applicable to
understanding the false promise of recognition, liberal pluralism, and reconciliation at the heart of colonial

rel ationships between indigenous peoples and nation-states elsewhere. Glen Sean Coulthard is able to bring a
remarkably distinctive and provocative look at issues of power and opposition relevant to anyone concerned with what
constitutes and perpetuates imperialist state formations and what indigenous aternatives offer in regards to
freedom."—Joanne Barker, San Francisco State University"Red Skin, White Masks offers a sustained, well-informed,
and sophisticated critique of the recognition paradigm as an effective theoretical frame for projects of
decolonization."—~Paul Patton, University of New South Wales



