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Eric Foner : Reconstruction (New American Nation Series) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Reconstruction (New American Nation Series):

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. State of the Art Reconstruction interpretationBy John Hamer,
Jr.With the June, 2014 issue of The Atlantic reopening aworthwhile discussion of reparations for African-Americans,
there should be a corresponding revival of interest in what happened to the enslaved people after the Civil War. No
better place to go for aclear, accurate, complete discussion of Reconstruction than Eric Foner's important book.While


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=006091453X

the impact on the emancipated and their children is central, thisis a comprehensive treatment of a complex subject. A
more accurate title might be The Reconstruction Erain the United States, for Foner covers not only the usual ground
of Presidential and Radical Reconstruction but also discusses the impact on the north of the end of slavery, broad
economic developments, and the twists and turns of the Republican and Democratic parties through the el ection of
1876 and the surrender of black freedoms in exchange for a Hayes presidency.This broad scope is important because
the Civil War may have been primarily about slavery, its shadow fell across virtually every aspect of American
society, economics, and politics. Much of what textbooks generally discuss as "The Gilded Age:" raobber barons,
railroad expansion, growing inequality, corruption in all regions and at all levels of government and business, etc. are
more properly understood in the context of the country's response and recovery to changes wrought by the Civil
War.Read this book if you have a seriousinterest in the U.S. in the post-Civil War eraor to see some of the bizarre
origins of current social problems.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great read about an often
misunderstood but critically important periodBy Alex BumazhnyVery grateful that someone took on a comprehensive
single volume on Reconstruction, a very important period that sets the context for the next century of inequality
experience by African Americans and laid the seeds for the civil rights movement in the 50s and the 60s. Book hits the
period from many angles as a comprehensive history book should. National and regional (Southern and Northern)
politics, economy, legidlative initiatives, and labor and other practical issues faced by African Americans are
discussed. The book is especially timely now as the period isillustrative of how political parities evolve, at timesat a
very rapid pace. The book isahit long for someone not used to reading history but definitely worth it.0 of O people
found the following review helpful. Congress, Abalitionists, and InequalityBy Ronald Douglas
BerkebileReconstruction: America's Unfinished...is one of the most comprehensive treatments of the reconstruction
period available. This book is for the serious reconstruction student and offers a diverse look at the consequentially
contentious relationships in the nation, cautious governmental programs, and uncontrollable southern inequality. The
struggle for African American equality is dishearteningly depicted in the South and is frustratingly slow for northern
abolitionists. Foner capture's the debilitating nature of the federal government struggling with southern reinstatement,
distrustful provisional governors, and the persistence of persecution, lynchings, and mobocracy. There was no
benchmark for dealing with these issues. Congressmen were innovative, but innovation was often met with less than
desirable results. While there are short interludes about the Presidents, this book details the congressional activity of
the period.www.Ancestral History.org highly recommends this book for families searching for notable and famous
ancestors during this period

Newly Reissued with aNew Introduction: From the "preeminent historian of Reconstruction” (New Y ork Times Book
Review), anewly updated edition of the prize-winning classic work on the post-Civil War period which shaped
modern America.Eric Foner's "masterful treatment of one of the most complex periods of American history" (New
Republic) redefined how the post-Civil War period was viewed. Reconstruction chronicles the way in which
Americansblack and whiteresponded to the unprecedented changes unleashed by the war and the end of slavery. It
addresses the ways in which the emancipated slaves' quest for economic autonomy and equal citizenship shaped the
political agenda of Reconstruction; the remodeling of Southern society and the place of planters, merchants, and small
farmers within it; the evolution of racia attitudes and patterns of race relations; and the emergence of anational state
possessing vastly expanded authority and committed, for atime, to the principle of equal rights for all Americans. This
"smart book of enormous strengths' (Boston Globe) remains the standard work on the wrenching post-Civil War
periodan erawhose legacy still reverberates in the United States today.

From Publishers WeeklyWith the Confederacy's defeat, Reconstruction seemed like the dawn of a new erato blacks
and progressive whites, but it was not to be. "This invaluable, definitive history re-creates the post-Civil War period as
apivotal dramain which ordinary people get equal billing with politicians and wheelers and dealers," praised PW .
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc. "[A] splendid book . . . acompelling narrative . . . With this book,
Mr. Foner becomes the preeminent historian of Reconstruction.” --New Y ork Times "Long, brilliant, and stylish . . .
[Reconstruction] is of signal importance . . . the most comprehensive and convincing account of the effort to build a
racially democratic and just society from the fiery ruins of davery." -- Los Angeles Times Book "A heroic synthesis
that should dominate thefield . . . It gives nearly equal timeto al the protagonists in the Reconstruction drama and
recognizes how inextricably economic, political, social, and ideological issues are bound." --Washington Post Book
World "Thisis history written on agrand scale, amasterful treatment of one of the most complex periods of American
history." --New RepublicFrom the Back CoverWinner of the 1988 Los Angeles Times Book Award, The Bancroft
Prize, The Parkman Prize, The Avery O. Craven Prize, and The Trilling Prize Nominated for the 1988 National Book
Award, and the National Book Critics Circle Award



