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John Hope Franklin : Reconstruction after the Civil War, Third Edition (The Chicago History of American
Civilization) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
Reconstruction after the Civil War, Third Edition (The Chicago History of American Civilization):

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. A good survey of the periodBy Fred From RichmondA well


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0226923371

supported challenge to what was then (the time of the book's writing) view of reconstruction. However, it is very brief
and one amost has follow the reading of this book with another, more in-depth survey. The years 1865-1877 are
probably not as studied as they should be. Some of the early works were politically tainted by the right. More recent
works are likewise tainted by the left. Dr. Franklin's work reads to this student as being extremely objective.

Reconstruction after the Civil War explores the role of former slaves during this period in American history. Looking
past popular myths and controversial scholarship, John Hope Franklin uses his astute insight and careful research to
provide an accurate, comprehensive portrait of the era. His arguments concerning the brevity of the North’'s
occupation, the limited power wielded by former slaves, the influence of moderate southerners, the flawed
constitutions of the radical state governments, and the downfall of Reconstruction remain compelling today. This new
edition of Reconstruction after the Civil War also includes a foreword by Eric Foner and a perceptive essay by
Michael W. Fitzgerald.

“John Hope Franklin’s Reconstruction: After the Civil War fills this yawning gap [in scholarship of this period] and
with notable balance and judicious temper, tells an old story in anew light. . . . Franklin makes good his contentions at
every point and provides a sorely needed restatement of what scholars now know about Reconstruction.”



