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Benton McAdams : Rebels at Rock Island: The Story of a Civil War Prison  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rebels at Rock Island: The Story of a Civil War Prison: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I have always wondered what life was like at the prison on the Rock 
Island ArsenalBy SunnydaywomenIt was interesting reading about something in history from my place of birth. I have 
always wondered what life was like at the prison on the Rock Island Arsenal. I have visited the cemetery there many 
times, this book gives more information that just the tombstones I've seem of the confederate troops who died there.0 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0875802672


of 0 people found the following review helpful. My 2nd great grandfather was a prisoner there and I am feeling ...By 
Wynnelle TurnerI am not finished. May change my rating as I finish. So far I am enthused about the history of it. My 
2nd great grandfather was a prisoner there and I am feeling his pain.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Undecided...By melinda wrightI expected the book to be more about the prisoners and what they endured. Instead I 
find it's about the people who ran the prison. I'm only half way through though so will hold off on any more judgment 
than that.

Ashley Wilkes of Gone with the Wind helped to seal Rock Island's reputation as the "Andersonville of the North." 
McAdams separates truth from fiction about the Rock Island Barracks, the prison that held tens of thousands of 
Confederate soldiers. Revealing that Rock Island was not without its problems—ignominious punishments, inadequate 
facilities, malnutrition, and lack of basic supplies—McAdams shows how Union officers sought to maintain humane 
conditions in the face of a war that raged on longer than anyone anticipated. Two dozen rare photographs round out 
the unflinching descriptions of prison life.

"The best treatment of any Northern camp.... Sweeps away many of the myths and exaggerations regarding Rock 
Island."—Gary W. Gallagher, University of Virginia"A meticulously researched and extraordinarily detailed account 
of the prison.... A tale of drama, suspense, and turmoil."—Journal of the Illinois State Historical 
Society"Captivating.... The author has dug deeply into every aspect of life at Rock Island."—Civil War Book 


