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Joseph Telushkin : Rebbe: The Life and Teachings of Menachem M. Schneerson, the Most I nfluential Rabbi in
Modern History before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised
Rebbe: The Life and Teachings of Menachem M. Schneerson, the Most Influential Rabbi in Modern History:

91 of 99 people found the following review helpful. inspirationBy Y'Y SAn amazing book for every Jewish ( non
Jewish) home. Will change your life just likeit did for the author. Y ou will think speak behave differently. How one


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0062318985

person can be so great, and influence presidents, yet never loosing site of the individual even a child.1 of 1 people
found the following review helpful. Great Historical StoryBy Jacquelinelf you enjoy biographies, you may find this
one even better than the usual accounts of alife. This book statesits purposeisto reveal how The Rebbe expanded the
small Chasidic Sect of Chabad into a gigantic worldwide presence.l saw a newspaper articlein 2017 that said Chabad
isnow the largest Jewish group. | am not sure | believe that.Most people don't know how recently it was negligibly
tiny among Jewish movements, but take its ubiquitous presence for granted, asif it has always been everywhere. This
book does not solve the mystery of how that was done, but it does lay out the chronology, so those who are startled by
the success of tiny Chabad startup communities may theorize for themselves about why those people are so successful
at what they do.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. One of the best biographies of the yearBy Douglas
Goldsteinit’ s not often that you read a book and as you' re going through it, you say to yourself, “I should write about
thistopic, too.” Apart of the excellent and inspirational writing style (which is a given with author Joseph Telushkin),
the “Rebbe” book shared so many outstanding characteristics of one of the world' s greatest leaders, that | started
taking notes so that | could write some articles on leadership. Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson was not only a
leader of the Jewish world, but presidents and prime ministers, business leaders, and people of all faiths sought his
counsel and followed his ideas.Each chapter of the book highlights specific leadership traits of the Lubavitcher Rebbe
and illustrates them with intimate details of personal stories. There’ s no better way to learn ideas of leadership than to
watch a master in action. The Rebbe’s hundreds of thousands of followers and millions of admirers will benefit from
stories such as when the Rebbe stopped being able to see visitors for one-on-one meetings, he refused to see anyone on
the grounds that he did not want to insult anyone's feelings. The governor of New Jersey, Thomas Kean, asked to meet
the Rebbe, but wastold, “I am bound by [a] basic tenet of our Torah which requires us to be extra careful in showing
respect to all, including those who are less privileged in terms of stature and the like, and they would be embarrassed if
they had the feeling that they have been discriminated against.” His thoughtfulness for each individual is highlighted
in many storiesin the book. But the Rebbe could also see the big picture and consult with, for example, military
leaders about war strategies, community leaders about bringing morality back to schools, and with all that, his
attention to detail was unparalleled. The Rebbe exuded optimism as well, even in his language. He explained, “| have
stopped using the word “deadline,” substituting instead “due date,” the first term—which is so widely
used—connoting the end of life and the second, life's beginning.” The Rebbe’ s respect for his own teachers al'so shows
an amazing sense of humility. He often quoted his father-in-law, the previous leader of Chabad, as saying, “When two
people mest, it should bring benefit to athird.” Imagine if more people had that outlook on life!l am happy that over
twenty-five years ago my college Chabad rabbi insisted that | drive to Brooklyn to meet the Rebbe and get adollar,
which was a gift the Rebbe gave to people to encourage them to give charity. Telushkin’s book will be awise addition
to anyone' s reading list.

“One of the greatest religious biographies ever written.” — Dennis Prager|n this enlightening biography, Joseph
Telushkin offers a captivating portrait of the late Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, a towering figure who saw
beyond conventional boundaries to turn his movement, Chabad-L ubavitch, into one of the most dynamic and
widespread organizations ever seen in the Jewish world. At once an incisive work of history and a compendium of
Rabbi Schneerson's teachings, Rebbe is the definitive guide to understanding one of the most vital, intriguing figures
of the last centuries.From his modest headquartersin Crown Heights, Brooklyn, the Rebbe advised some of the world's
greatest leaders and shaped matters of state and society. Statesmen and artists as diverse as Ronald Reagan, Robert F.
Kennedy, Yitzchak Rabin, Menachem Begin, Elie Wiesel, and Bob Dylan span the spectrum of those who sought his
counsel. Rebbe explores Schneerson's overarching philosophies against the backdrop of treacherous history, revealing
his clandestine operations to rescue and sustain Jews in the Soviet Union, and his critical role in the expansion of the
food stamp program throughout the United States. More broadly, it examines how he became in effect an ambassador
for Jews glabally, and how he came to be viewed by many as not only a spiritual archetype but asavior. Telushkin
also delves deep into the more controversial aspects of the Rebbe's leadership, analyzing his views on modern science
and territorial compromisein Israel, and how in the last years of hislife, many of hisfollowers believed that he would
soon be revealed as the Messiah, a source of contention until this day.

From Booklist* Starred * The subtitle's claim that Schneerson, of the Chabad-L ubavitcher sect of Orthodox Jewry (and
thought by some of his followers to be the Messiah), was the modern world’s most influential Jewish religious leader
is proven throughout this highly readable book. He was visited by everyone from Rabert Kennedy to Cory Booker,

had a warm correspondence with Ronald Reagan, and received a Congressional Gold Medal. With outreach programs
that extended far beyond histiny sect, he made the love of one’'s fellow Jew avisible symbol throughout the world.
Telushkin introduces the Rebbe through the stories and memories of those who knew or were touched by him. A wide
range of topicsis discussed: Schneerson’s connection with his family, his congregation, and other Jewish
denominations; his position on Israel; his outside-the-box thinking on a number of religious issues. Although this
account doesn’t contain any real critical assessment, it isnot hagiography. Rather, readers are left to draw their own



assessment from the wide-ranging portrait. For instance, what to make of the fact that though Schneerson was highly
trained in the sciences, he insisted that the sun revolves around an earth that is|ess than 7,000 years old? For those
who wish amore ordered look at the Rebbe’ s life, the author provides a detailed time line. Extensive notes bolster the
text. Fascinating. --Ilene Cooper “[An] excellent new biography of Chabad' s great 20th-century leader... For al his
immense achievements, the Rebbe’'s power ultimately came from a simple message that anyone can appreciate. As Mr.
Telushkin putsit: ‘Love your fellow, and not just those who agree with you....” Mesmerizing.” (Wall Street

Journal)" Through his clear and unambiguous prose cultivated from many sources, Telushkin recounts how the Rebbe
fundamentally transformed notions of human potential, as he believed individuals were capable of much more than we
imagine for ourselves... Rebbe will be a staple of rabbinic biography for yearsto come.” (Huffington Post)" The
subtitle's claim that Schneerson was the modern world’s most influential Jewish religious leader is proven throughout
this highly readable book... Readers are left to draw their own assessment from the wide-ranging portrait...
Fascinating.” (Booklist (starred review))“A vivid, panoramic view of Rabbi Schneerson-in each of his many roles as
dynamic spiritual leader, inspiring teacher, and even motivating life coach and management guru... Telushkin’s Rebbe
isaman in constant motion, anon-stop whirlwind of faith-driven energy and action possessed of a spiritual calm.”
(The Jewish Week)"“ An admiring but honest look at Schneerson and hislegacy... What stands out is Schneerson’s
engagement with the principles by which he managed to wield a considerable influence upon the American cultural
scene and the Jewish world... An engaging account.” (Publishers Weekly)“Well-qualified to write about his subject,
[Telushkin] draws on Schneerson’ s public statements as well as his voluminous correspondence and his thousands of
private audiences, with his followers and others, both Jewish and non-Jewish. An approachable and admiring
introduction appropriate for readers interested in modern Jewish thought.” (Kirkus s)* One of the greatest religious
biographies ever written. Generations from now, Rebbe will be read by people of every faith.” (Dennis Prager,
national talk show host and New Y ork Times bestselling author of Still the Best Hope)* An iconic figure comes alive
in these pages, a man of wisdom and learning, yes, but also of deep personal caring and kindness... An astounding
personal biography.” (Ruth Messinger, President, American Jewish World Service)“ Whether you are a believer, an
admirer or arespectful skeptic, you will learn much from this deep and accessible account of atruly great man by a
great writer.” (Alan M. Dershowitz, professor emeritus, Harvard Law School, and author of Taking the Stand)* Joseph
Telushkin's earthbound study introduces ‘the most influential rabbi in modern history’ by documenting the
incremental process through which his influence was acquired... llluminating.” (Commentary Magazine)“ Telushkin
offers arounded portrait of life in the shadow, or the sunlight, of the Rebbe. We meet dozens of followers and hear
their stories, get afeel for the texture of their devotion, for why they loved him... It isworth studying how and why
his method worked.” (The Jewish Daily Forward)“[Rebbe] should be in the personal library of Americans of every
faith.” (Front Page Magazine)“[Rebbe] is an enjoyable book to read, with insights and perspectives as well as details
that inform and engage, shedding light on a towering, influential figure.” (Chicago Jewish Star)"With this book, the
Rebbe no longer isincomprehensible. Spend some time getting to know the Rebbe. You’'ll be glad you did.” (Jewish
Herald Voice)" Provides a comprehensive history of the Rebbe’ s hallmark focus on the individual -from heads of state
to the everyman” (INS)" To understand why he inspired so many, do yourself afavor and pick up this moving, new
biography. You don’t need to be a Jew or even be areligious person to learn from this monumental man.” (New Y ork
1)“Rebbe isthat extremely rare thing: a perfect book about a perfect man. [It] brings the great man alive and gives the
reader powerful motivation to examine his own life... The Rebbe touched the lives of millions; through Telushkin's
book, he will touch the lives of many more.” (NY Journal of Books)From the Back Coverln this enlightening
biography, Joseph Telushkin offers a captivating portrait of the late Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, atowering
figure who saw beyond conventional boundaries to turn his movement, Chabad-L ubavitch, into one of the most
dynamic and widespread organizations ever seen in the Jewish world. At once an incisive work of history and a
compendium of Rabbi Schneerson's teachings, Rebbe is the definitive guide to understanding one of the most vital,
intriguing figures of the last centuries.From his modest headquartersin Crown Heights, Brooklyn, the Rebbe advised
some of the world's greatest |eaders and shaped matters of state and society. Statesmen and artists as diverse as Ronald
Reagan, Robert F. Kennedy, Yitzchak Rabin, Menachem Begin, Elie Wiesel, and Bob Dylan span the spectrum of
those who sought his counsel. The Rebbe was the only rabbi ever to receive the Congressional Gold Medal, and to
have an American national day, Education and Sharing Day, proclaimed in his honor. No one has succeeded him in his
position. Nevertheless, twenty years after his death, his movement has doubled in size, spreading to more than eighty
countries, and hisimpact resonates still. But what was the secret of the Rebbe's success and influence? What principles
of leadership guided him? And how did he rally such extraordinary devotion and resolve?Rebbe explores Schneerson's
overarching philosophies against the backdrop of treacherous history, revealing his clandestine operations to rescue
and sustain Jews in the Soviet Union, and his critical role in the expansion of the food stamp program throughout the
United States. More broadly, it examines how he became in effect an ambassador for Jews globally, and how he came
to be viewed by many as not only a spiritual archetype but a savior. Telushkin also delves deep into the more
controversial aspects of the Rebbe's leadership, analyzing his views on modern science and territorial compromisein
Israel, and how in the last years of hislife, many of hisfollowers believed that he would soon be revealed as the



Messiah, a source of contention until this day.Epic, intimate, and masterfully told, Rebbe is the definitive work on a
monumental and multifaceted leader, written by one of today's most prominent and respected Jewish scholars.



