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James A. Michener, A. Grove Day : Rascals in Paradise  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Rascals in Paradise: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Really loved it! It's non-fiction (just FYI)By An Old CrowReally 
loved it! It's non-fiction (just FYI). The authors mention other authors, like Louis Becke, Gavan Daws, and others, and 
my husband and I are reading those also. My husband loves the collection of 39 stories by Louis Becke, available on 
Kindle. Should this be required reading for young people, to warn them about the dangerous people in the world? I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0812986865


know I was way to sheltered and uninformed. I feel fortunate I made it to retirement age in tact (mostly).1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Not up to Michener standards, but still worth itBy Jack E. JenningsI read this to 
learn more about the exploration and adventurers in the South Pacific which I enjoyed, but this isn't James Michener's 
writing so must be his co-author, A.Grove Day who is not nearly as effective-entertaining. Nonetheless I did learn and 
stimulate my interest in knowing more and visiting the islands.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four 
StarsBy SteveSome of the stories I really enjoyed others not so much. The good ones were really good though.

In a thrilling collection of nonfiction adventure stories, James A. Michener returns to the most dazzling place on Earth: 
the islands that inspired Tales of the South Pacific. Co-written with A. Grove Day, Rascals in Paradise offers portraits 
of ten scandalous men and women, some infamous and some overlooked, including Sam Comstock, a mutinous sailor 
whose delusions of grandeur became a nightmare; Will Mariner, a golden-haired youth who used his charm to win 
over his captors; and William Bligh, the notorious HMS Bounty captain who may not have been the monster history 
remembers him as. From lifelong buccaneers to lapsed noblemen, in Michener and Day’s capable hands these rogues 
become the stuff of legend. Praise for Rascals in Paradise “The best book about those far-scattered islands that has 
appeared in a long time . . . a portfolio of rare and ruthless personalities that is calculated to make the curliest hair 
stand straight on end.”—The New York Times “[Combines] research and scholarship (A. Grove Day was a professor 
at the University of Hawaii) with a gift for spinning a yarn and depicting character (Michener, journalist and novelist, 
needs no introduction).”—Kirkus ReviewsFrom the Paperback edition.

“The best book about those far-scattered islands that has appeared in a long time . . . a portfolio of rare and ruthless 
personalities that is calculated to make the curliest hair stand straight on end.”—The New York Times   “[Combines] 
research and scholarship (A. Grove Day was a professor at the University of Hawaii) with a gift for spinning a yarn 
and depicting character (Michener, journalist and novelist, needs no introduction).”—Kirkus sFrom the Inside FlapThe 
fascinating stories of adventurous men who sailed the South SeasSome craved power, some craved peace, others 
merely surrendered to fate.Sam Comstock -- A sailor crazed by the South Sea Islands and driven to lead the ruthless 
mutiny. He envisioned himself a magnificent ruler -- but his dream became a nightmare.Will Mariner -- A golden-
haired youth whose ship was captured by hostile natives. He was the sole survivor and his charm turned his captor into 
slaves.Captain Bligh -- Was he the infamous captain of the Bounty, the monster legend had made him? Here is the true 
story of Captain Bligh.Rascals In ParadiseThey searched for adventure in the most dazzling places on earth.About the 
AuthorJames A. Michener was one of the world’s most popular writers, the author of more than forty books of fiction 
and nonfiction, including the Pulitzer Prize–winning Tales of the South Pacific, the bestselling novels The Source, 
Hawaii, Alaska, Chesapeake, Centennial, Texas, Caribbean, and Caravans, and the memoir The World Is My Home. 
Michener served on the advisory council to NASA and the International Broadcast Board, which oversees the Voice of 
America. Among dozens of awards and honors, he received America’s highest civilian award, the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, in 1977, and an award from the President’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities in 1983 for his 
commitment to art in America. Michener died in 1997 at the age of ninety.   A. Grove Day was a prolific author, 
teacher, and scholar of Hawaii and the South Pacific who wrote or edited more than fifty books. Born in Philadelphia 
and educated at Stanford University, where he befriended John Steinbeck, Day was also one of the co-founders of 
Pacific Science: A Quarterly Devoted to the Biological and Physical Sciences of the Pacific Region. Many of his 
works, including Mark Twain’s Letters from Hawaii and Best South Sea Stories, remain local bestsellers in Hawaii. 
He died in 1994 at the age of eighty-nine. 


