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Charles R. G. Bain : Rare Birds: Forgotten Aircraft of the Second World War  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rare Birds: Forgotten Aircraft of the Second World 
War: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. It would have gotten a higher rating ...By Reviewer from TerraThis 
interesting book would have gotten a much higher rating if not for two things; a grevious lack of illustrations, there 
weren't even any line drawings which would have made up for the lack of photographs, and far too many typos. If a 
second edition ever comes out and corrects these, the book will get a higher rating.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. I enjoyed the bookBy Andrew WrightVery interesting collection of aircraft types and brief descriptions 
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of their developmental and operational careers. I enjoyed the book, but I thought the author over used the word 
"superb" in his descriptions and some of the factual details were at odds with other generally reliable sources that I 
have read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This book will be a find for fans of obscure ...By Feldmar 
TwomblebeeThis book will be a find for fans of obscure WWII information. My own personal weirdo is/was the 
Brewster Buffalo. This book will explain how it may not have proven a war winner in warmer climates but was a killer 
in cold ones. Finland's top fighter aces all flew the Buffalo.

The Second World War saw the apex of piston-engine aircraft design, and ushered the world into the jet age. Anybody 
who studies aviation will know the names: Spitfire, Mustang, Zero, Messerschmitt, Shturmovik. But there were many 
more aircraft to take to the skies before and during the war, and frequently their stories remain unknown. This book 
seeks to tell those stories, to bring to the fore the forgotten warbirds. From the valiant Poles fighting the might of the 
Luftwaffe in their obsolescent craft, to the varied and excellent craft of the French Armée De l’Air, to the graceful 
craft of Italy’s Regia Aeronautica. With stops around the globe, this book seeks to tell the tales of the forgotten or the 
doomed or the never-quites. The stories of these aircraft, drawn from Allies and Axis nations alike, bring forth a fuller 
picture of aviation during the greatest airborne conflict in world history. Telling these stories will give readers an 
interesting, and informative, look into the past?with personal reflections and a call to arms for the study of history 
itself.
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