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Warren F. Spencer : Raphael Semmes: The Philosophical Mariner (Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Raphael Semmes: The Philosophical Mariner (Series): 

Naval hero for all the South, Raphael Semmes (1809-1877) sailed two famous Confederate raiders. He outfitted CSS 
Sumter in 1861 and captured 18 Union merchant ships in six months before the raider was blockaded at Gibraltar. 
Next he took command of CSS Alabama, an English-built raider, and terrorized U.S. merchant vessels on the high seas 
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from August 1862 until the raider was sunk in battle off Cherbourg in June 1864. During that two-year period, he 
captured more enemy merchant ships than any other cruiser captain in maritime history. He is considered one of the 
greatest ship's commanders that America has produced.


