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Kristina DuRocher Ph.D. : Raising Racists: The Socialization of White Children in the Jim Crow South (New 
Directions In Southern History)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Raising Racists: The Socialization of White Children in the Jim Crow South (New Directions In Southern 
History): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great look into Jim Crow historyBy J4y_3l3cTI really enjoyed 
reading this title as it provided a glimpse into history from WW1 up until then end of the civil rights movement of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813130018


1964. It gives you a look into race relations in the south and how a lot of southerners viewed and interacted with 
African Americans, how media manipulated the minds of Europeans and how through these mediums were able to 
maintain the ideology of white supremacy. In all it's a great read if you are looking for that missing link between 
emancipation and the civil rights generation.24 of 27 people found the following review helpful. A compelling look at 
the childhoods of white children in the Jim Crow SouthBy CustomerDurocher approaches the subject of racism in the 
Jim Crow South from an undeniably important angle - through the upbringing of white children. What she presents is 
difficult to swallow because it reveals a culture that permeates the sensitive minds of children in a profoundly harmful 
manner. It is a culture that glorified lynching as wholesome, family fun on a beautiful Sunday afternoon. Children 
could even go home with a souvenir: a finger or ear, perhaps. When we learn about lynching, we often neglect to think 
about children in this regard. Yes, grown-ups were intolerant and violent, but it is not common to think that there were 
children tugging at their pants, curious to learn what it is that their parents were so excited about.Unfortunately, the 
pervasiveness of the racist culture ran deeper than Sunday afternoons in the park. Every aspect of a child's life was 
controlled by white grown-ups: at home, in schools, in advertising, etc. This system served to perpetuate racism 
through generations of white children. White southerners were excellent at controlling this system and used it to 
manipulate the minds of their youth in an effort to cling to a culture of white supremacy.Durocher delves into all of 
these topics and allows the reader to peer into a world where we are forced to consider the repercussions of such a 
society and the damage that it caused not only to white children, but to the nation as a whole. She has presented a 
thorough and evocative case study that will leave the reader surprised, repulsed, and, most importantly, reflective.11 of 
13 people found the following review helpful. The Socialization of White ChildrenBy ANTIONEThis book showed 
how children were indoctrinated with the culture of White Supremacy and that the system had to be protected at all 
costs. Excellent in showing the effects of how such a way of life was very destructive.

White southerners recognized that the perpetuation of segregation required whites of all ages to uphold a strict social 
order?especially the young members of the next generation. White children rested at the core of the system of 
segregation between 1890 and 1939 because their participation was crucial to ensuring the future of white supremacy. 
Their socialization in the segregated South offers an examination of white supremacy from the inside, showcasing the 
culture's efforts to preserve itself by teaching its beliefs to the next generation.In Raising Racists: The Socialization of 
White Children in the Jim Crow South, author Kristina DuRocher reveals how white adults in the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries continually reinforced race and gender roles to maintain white supremacy. DuRocher 
examines the practices, mores, and traditions that trained white children to fear, dehumanize, and disdain their black 
neighbors. Raising Racists combines an analysis of the remembered experiences of a racist society, how that society 
influenced children, and, most important, how racial violence and brutality shaped growing up in the early-twentieth-
century South.

"Raising Racists reveals the interlocking practices, mores, and traditions that trained white children to fear, disdain, 
and dehumanize their black neighbors. Through crisp, compelling, and trenchant discussions of school texts, consumer 
goods, violent rituals of black debasement, and day-to-day lessons in Jim Crow etiquette, DuRocher reminds us how 
much energy and care went into each successive generation of white southerners the ideology of white 
supremacy."?W. Fitzhugh Brundage, author of A Socialist Utopia in the New South: The Ruskin Colonies in 
Tennessee and Georgia, 1894-1901""DuRocher painstakingly describes the role of parents, teachers and community 
leaders in 'parental instruction, public schools, churches, and the expansion of consumerism in the South . . .'" ? 
History Wire""Hard-hitting. . . . Examining white Southerners' memoirs, advertisements for household products, 
school textbooks, parenting manuals, children's literature, toys and games, and dramatic productions, Raising Racists 
reveals the multiple interlocking and mutually reinforcing methods white Southerners used to perpetuate white 
supremacy in the post-Reconstruction South."?Register of the Kentucky Historical Society""Much has been written 
about the battles and the privates and the generals who were committed to their cause, but many of us who look back 
after a century and a half do not comprehend the full effect of that bloody war on this new country, less than a century 
after it won independence from Great Britain."?Roanoke Times""Thoroughly exposes a crippled southern society in 
the wake of the Civil War, still determined to preserve its racial and social control through new generations, and 
reveals the extent to which southerners manipulated their public and private institutions to that end."?Southern 
Historian""Contributes to our growing yet still limited understanding about the central roles that children and young 
people played in the construction and maintenance of oppressive sociopolitical systems and identities." ?American 
Historical ""With an important set of questions to consider, extensive evidence to draw upon, and a large body of 
scholarship to engage, DuRocher's study promises a great deal. Her thoughtful analysis frequently offers valuable 
observations about children's experiences." ?Ohio Valley History""DuRocher...has successfully revised her 
dissertation into an important monograph that scholars interested in souther regional identity, children's history, and 
the making of white supremacist masculinites and femininities will find valuable." ?North Carolina Historical 
""DuRocher's work continues the recent laudable trend of taking age more seriously as a category of analysis, and her 



careful research provides a timely reminder that communities are defined by the education of their children." ?Journal 
of Southern History""In her book, Raising Racists: The Socialization of White Children in the Jim Crow South, 
DuRocher takes the reader on a journey into the shaping of the minds of white children into accepting white 
supremacy and public rituals of racial violence. ? Black Diaspora "?Adeyemi Doss, Black Diaspora About the 
AuthorKristina DuRocher, assistant professor of history at Morehead State University, lives in Morehead, Kentucky. 


