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G. S. Griffin : Racism in Kansas City: A Short History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Racism in Kansas City: A Short History: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Decent ReadBy David Anthony GilmoreIn my opinion this is a good 
"starter" book for addressing the historical background of racism in Kansas City. However, some of the author's 
historical references raised more questions than answers. Specifically, his stories on Leon Jordan and Bernard Powell's 
murders and how they are connected to the racism in Kansas City.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
The author makes some statements that are marginal at best but over all a decent readBy D. LoudonAn eye opening 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1943338027


short book about the racism and treatment of blacks and other minorities in Kansas City. While these things were not 
only happening in KC, but throughout the south and MO too. Well written and well documented from the stand point 
of pointing out how things have changed since 1800 and have not changed. The author makes some statements that are 
marginal at best but over all a decent read. There is something that stands out in this book and is very blatant. It will 
make you angry and mad, but at the same time do realize this book is mostly about KC.3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. As one Afrikan American who grew up in East Side ...By Rhonda H LewisAs one Afrikan 
American who grew up in East Side Kansas City during the time frame discussed, the information is spot on!

RACISM IN KANSAS CITY: A SHORT HISTORY BY G.S. GRIFFIN FOREWORD BY ALVIN BROOKS Anti-
black racism still infects American society. African Americans are more likely than whites to be killed by police, to be 
pulled over, arrested, imprisoned, and executed. They are more likely to be turned down for a job or offered a bad 
home loan than equally qualified whites. The killing of unarmed black men in Ferguson, Missouri, and Baltimore, 
Maryland, triggered riots. A white terrorist massacred black worshipers in Charleston, South Carolina. Eight black 
churches were burned in the South in ten days. Kansas Citians, like so many others across the nation, wonder, “Could 
it happen here?” The answer lies in this study of Kansas City’s darkest moments—slavery, the border war, the Civil 
War, bombings of black homes, lynchings, the segregation of neighborhoods and schools, the civil rights struggle, the 
Black Panther movement, the 1968 race riot, assassinations in the 1970s, the infamous Missouri v. Jenkins U.S. 
Supreme Court case, and the racial inequities that still plague Kansas City today. Threaded throughout Racism in 
Kansas City are stories of those who fought ardently against racist policies...and won. Racism in Kansas City, in the 
end, offers readers a hopeful message: with awareness comes understanding, then a willingness to push for positive 
social change. To contact the author for speaking engagements or to purchase bulk orders at a discount rate, please 
email chandlerlakebooks@gmail.com.


