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Audrey Smedley, Brian D. Smedley : Race in North America: Origin and Evolution of a Worldview  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Race in North America: 
Origin and Evolution of a Worldview: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great Book on the Evolution of RaceBy Alicia DolanI used this 
book for my class on Racism. While I couldn't stand the first chapter (because it just droned on and on), I have enjoyed 
every chapter since on the evolution of racism as we know it today in the United States.3 of 3 people found the 
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following review helpful. "Race" is becoming an anachronistic ideaBy malhillThis book debunks the idea of biological 
determinism, but warns against the fact that some people still believe in it. Others are replacing the "race" concept with 
the idea of inferior cultural backgrounds, etc., thus preserving their prejudices. They don't recognize the mounting 
evidence that a human infant from anywhere on the planet can be transplanted to any culture and be able to fit in, if 
raised in it without being assailed by ... racists.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Words cannot 
describe the importance of this book. Racism ...By personWords cannot describe the importance of this book. Racism 
is not innate. It is a learned ideology. This is the history of that ideology.

This sweeping work traces the idea of race for more than three centuries to show that “race” is not a product of science 
but a cultural invention that has been used variously and opportunistically since the eighteenth century. Updated 
throughout, the fourth edition of this renowned text includes a compelling new chapter on the health impacts of the 
racial worldview, as well as a thoroughly rewritten chapter that explores the election of Barack Obama and its 
implications for the meaning of race in America and the future of our racial ideology.

“In this fourth edition, Drs. Audrey Smedley and Brian Smedley describe, in a scholarly but widely accessible and 
engaging manner, the evolution of the concept of race and the way shifting views of the meaning of race have shaped 
North America. The book is an essential resource for anyone interested in the past, present, and future of race and race 
relations in North America.”—John F. Dovidio, Yale University“Race in North America is an essential text for anyone 
who engages ‘race' from the early modern period to the present. …Eminently suitable for a range of learners, from 
undergraduates to researchers, the book is critical to courses and writings on the ways in which race has been, and 
continues to be, socially constructed in the Anglo world.”—Laura A. Lewis, James Madison University “This much 
anticipated new edition continues the global exploration of the roots of race and racism and reveals how structural 
racism maintains disparities in the modern age. Followers of the epistemology of race and racism will get a historically 
broader and detailed explanation of why we think about groups of people the way we do today.”—Janis Hutchinson, 
University of Houston 


