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Adam Fairclough : Race Democracy: The Civil Rights Struggle in Louisiana, 1915-1972  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Race Democracy: The Civil Rights Struggle in 
Louisiana, 1915-1972: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Flash of GeniusGreat book so far! Wish this was 
something I had in school to read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Life Before ML KingBy R. L. 
HuffAdam Fairclough resurrects the pre-King civil rights struggle from undeserved obscurity. In modern US 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0820321184


historiography, there is slavery, then Emancipation, then Segregation, and suddenly Dr. King and the Freedom 
Marches, Rides, and Sit-ins bursting onto the scene. Author Fairclough reminds us, by dissecting the racial politics of 
one Deep South state, that the intervening years were not a period of passive waiting and hoping; but a time of intense 
struggle ending in defeat more than victory. Yet without this era of spadework in stony soil - of NAACP crusades 
against lynching, of anti-mask laws, legal suits, and church diplomacy - the post-1954 civil rights movement would 
not have been possible as we knew it. This transition period from the era of rope to hope deserves consideration by all 
those interested in 20th century US identity.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Painstaking history of 
race in LouisianaBy empty pocketsA well written, exhaustive history of race relations in Louisiana from the Huey 
Long era through the 1960's. It also supplies important background information on the unique social constructions of 
race in Louisiana, exploring in depth the much debated term "creole". Very important for scholars who want to 
understand the conditions that led to the struggles in the formal "civil rights era" of '56-'65. Also gives excellent 
information on events in the mid-to-late 60's, including the Deacons for Defense v. KKK conflicts in Bogalusa and 
other, lesser known struggles.The title is somewhat misleading, as there is little information on race relations pre-Long 
in the 1915-28 period. Regardless this is an excellent book, but very detailed- be forewarned that this is a book for 
serious scholars, not the casually interested or someone looking for an overview.

This comprehensive and detailed study recounts more than five decades of struggle for justice and equality in the 
South's most ethnically diverse and racially complex state.

From Publishers WeeklyIn studying Louisiana, Fairclough's previous works (Martin Luther King, Jr.) focused only on 
the post-1955 civil rights movement. Here, he observes that black protest from the late 1930s to the mid-1950s formed 
a significant movement in its own right. Thus, this sweeping study, which covers much of Louisiana, subtly delves 
into a rich history. Fairclough establishes Louisiana's distinctive creole heritage and describes the NAACP's first effort 
to equalize black and white teachers' pay in the 1930s. Bars to voting, education and public accommodations began to 
fall in the 1940s, but the state resisted the Supreme Court's landmark Brown v. Board of Education desegregation 
decision, even attacking the NAACP. Fairclough recounts the violence of court-ordered New Orleans school 
integration, describes CORE's entry into the state and, intriguingly, shows how mid-1960s activism in benighted 
Bogalusa, La., bridged the passage to black militancy. The book nominally ends in 1972, when, the author observes, 
both blacks and whites had lost faith in school integration, at least as it had been introduced. Since then, he argues, the 
rise of David Duke and resistance to him suggest the reality of both white racism and black political power. An 
interesting, if specialized, account. Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalBritish 
scholar Fairclough examines the history of the Civil Rights movement in Louisiana from 1915, when the New Orleans 
branch of the NAACP was founded, through the start of the first administration of Governor Edwin Edwards in 1972. 
He has written the most comprehensive account yet of the movement in Louisiana and perhaps in any Southern state. 
Especially valuable is the discussion of the movement during the decades before the Supreme Court's 1954 decision 
overturning racial segregation in public schools?a period that many scholars have neglected. Fairclough also explores 
the cultural diversity that differentiates Louisiana from other deep Southern states and provides a cogent analysis of 
the impact of that diversity on the Civil Rights struggle in the state. The work's value is reduced only slightly by a 
number of minor inaccuracies. Recommended for academic libraries.?Thomas H. Ferrell, Univ. of Southwestern 
Louisiana, LafayetteCopyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistUniversity of Leeds historian 
Fairclough has studied the U.S. civil rights movement from a national perspective with his work on the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, To Redeem the Soul of America (1987), and with Martin Luther King Jr.. His 
research on the struggle for racial equality in Louisiana convinces him that the Montgomery-to-Selma 1955^-65 story 
of the civil rights movement is incomplete. "Black protest between the late 1930s and the mid-50s constituted more," 
he argues, "than a mere prelude to the drama proper: it was the first act of a two-act play." And this longer time frame 
grants the NAACP a role as important as that of SCLC, CORE, or SNCC. Fairclough draws on archival collections, 
FBI files and other government documents, interviews, and secondary sources to trace the fight for political, 
economic, and social rights for African Americans in "the most diverse and unique southern state" from the final years 
of Huey Long to the 1972 election of Governor Edwin Edwards. A final chapter, "Struggle Without End," considers 
more recent Louisiana politics. Race Democracy is a local history that raises issues of more than regional interest. 
Mary Carroll 


