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Gary R. Kremer : Race and Meaning: The African American Experience in Missouri  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Race and Meaning: The African American 
Experience in Missouri: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not the rich history I was hoping for!By MarilynUnfortunately the 
book (I bought it for a book club read) reminded me too muchof the begats in the Bible....the author spent pages going 
over the inner workings of the professors/teachers of Lincoln U , listing each one, where they came from, the classes 
they taught,who they married, the positions they held and dates and too little time giving us how blacks really lived or 
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information about their culture and social structure. I was especially interested in the story of Toad, a black gentleman 
who lived in a small town near the one I lived in as a child--but the author only mentioned in the book he talked to 
him--no other detail about his life. So disappointing.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I thoroughly 
enjoyed the bookBy Larry Delano ColemanGary R, Kremer is undoubtedly the foremost historian of African 
American history in Missouri now living, quite possibly who has ever lived. This book, as rich as it is, merely samples 
the breadth and depth of his ever-evolving understanding of that historically potent subject. I thoroughly enjoyed the 
book, as I have all others that he has written on this subject from James Milton Turner to George Washington Carver 
and beyond. Read it and rejoice with me in the riches of its historical excavations.

No one has written more about the African American experience in Missouri over the past four decades than Gary 
Kremer, and now for the first time fourteen of his best articles on the subject are available in one place with the 
publication of Race and Meaning: The African American Experience in Missouri. By placing the articles in 
chronological order of historical events rather than by publication date, Kremer combines them into one detailed 
account that addresses issues such as the transition from slavery to freedom for African Americans in Missouri, all-
black rural communities, and the lives of African Americans seeking new opportunities in Missouri’s cities. In 
addition to his previously published articles, Kremer includes a personal introduction revealing how he first became 
interested in researching African American history and how his education at Lincoln University--and specifically the 
influence of his mentor, Lorenzo Greene--helped him to realize his eventual career path. Race and Meaning makes a 
collection of largely unheard stories spanning much of Missouri history accessible for the first time in one place, 
allowing each article to be read in the context of the others, and creating a whole that is much greater than the sum of 
its parts. Whether you are a student, researcher, or general reader, this book will be essential to anyone with an interest 
in Missouri history.

“A crash course in African American history from the end of the Civil War to the 1960s.”—Missouri Life 


