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From University of Arkansas Press : Race and Ethnicity in Arkansas: New Perspectives  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Race and Ethnicity in Arkansas: New 
Perspectives: 

Race and Ethnicity in Arkansas brings together the work of leading experts to cast a powerful light on the rich and 
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diverse history of Arkansass racial and ethic relations. The essays span from slavery to the civil rights era and cover a 
diverse range of topics including the frontier experience of slavery; the African American experience of emancipation 
and after; African American migration patterns; the rise of sundown towns; white violence and its continuing legacy; 
womens activism and home demonstration agents; African American religious figures from the better know Elias 
Camp (E. C.) Morris to the lesser-known Richard Nathaniel Hogan; the Mexican-American Bracero program; Latina/o 
and Asian American refugee experiences; and contemporary views of Latina/o immigration in Arkansas. Informing 
debates about race and ethnicity in Arkansas, the South, and the nation, the book provides both a primer to the history 
of race and ethnicity in Arkansas and a prospective map for better understanding racial and ethnic relations in the 
United States.

Race and Ethnicity in Arkansas is an exceptionally strong contribution to the history of Arkansas and the U.S. South. 
It is rare to find an edited volume that is so superbly structured and that contains uniformly strong contributions. There 
is not a weak link among the twelve chapters. Together, this collection not only provides a remarkably comprehensive 
exploration of race and ethnicity in Arkansas since the 1800s, but also challenges us to think about the place of race 
within broader struggles over land, labor, state power, culture, and gender relations. It forces us, in short, to think 
about Arkansas history from new perspectives.Arkansas Historical Quarterly, Summer 2016 


