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Paul C. Taylor : Race: A Philosophical Introduction  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Race: A Philosophical Introduction: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent text to use in a Philosophy and Race course (and for 
anyone genuinely interested in race and racism to read)By CustomerI teach a college course called Philosophy and 
Race and have used Taylor's book in it for three semesters now. It works wonderfully, especially when combined with 
parts of Elizabeth Anderson's THE IMPERATIVE OF INTEGRATION and Lawrence Blum's "I'M NOT A RACIST, 
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BUT...": THE MORAL QUANDARY OF RACE. Although Taylor's book is, as the title indicates, an 
INTRODUCTION to race, it is not necessarily an easy book to read. But that has everything to do with the complexity 
of the race-related concepts and issues the book focuses on. That complexity may make for difficulty in reading at 
times, but the book rewards careful reading, precisely the type of reading expected of students in a college course and 
that instructors can assist students in accomplishing.6 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Must-read for 
understanding racism in western societiesBy Sed MajorThis is a significant contribution to understanding how racism 
and white supremacy developed in western societies and how it structures our thinking and relationships. I learned a 
great deal even though I'm not well versed in philosophy.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Very 
didactical. The clarity of Paul C. Taylor ...By Mabel SarcoVery didactical. The clarity of Paul C. Taylor definitions 
and the careful analysis on this matter, make this book really a jewel for whom, as me, are interested in race matters. 
Thank you!

In Race: A Philosophical Introduction, Second Edition , Paul C. Taylor provides an accessible guide to a well-travelled 
but still-mysterious area of the contemporary social landscape. As in the first edition, the book blends metaphysics and 
social philosophy, analytic philosophy and pragmatic philosophy of experience. In this thoroughly updated and revised 
volume, Taylor outlines the main features and implications of race-thinking, while engaging the ideas of such 
important figures as Linda Alcoff, K. Anthony Appiah, W. E. B. Du Bois, Michel Foucault, Sally Haslanger, and 
Howard Winant. The result is a comprehensive but accessible introduction to philosophical race theory and to a non-
biological and situational notion of race. The book unfolds in a sequence of five chapters, each devoted to one of the 
following questions: What is race-thinking? Don’t we know better than to talk about race now? Are there any races? 
What is it like to have a racial identity? And how important, ethically, is colorblindness? On the way to answering 
these questions, Race takes up topics like mixed-race identity, white supremacy, the relationship between the race 
concept and other social identity categories and the impact of race-thinking on our erotic and romantic lives. The 
second edition’s new concluding chapter explores the racially fraught issues of policing, immigration, and global 
justice, and interrogates the thought that Barack Obama has ushered in a post-racial age. This volume is suitable for 
the educated general reader as well as for students and scholars in ethnic studies, philosophy, sociology, and other 
related fields.

"An exemplary text - the second edition deserves to be widely read and adopted in classrooms." South African Journal 
of Philosophy "Taylor has succeeded at introducing a wide audience to a timely and rich topic with considerable 
purchase on the American social discourse he targets." LSE of Books "What makes the witty and clearly-written Race: 
A Philosophical Introduction such a valuable book is that Taylor not only thoroughly dissects the concept of race to 
show its inner workings but also provides a cogent and rational argument for the continued employment of race as a 
category for both describing our present social reality as well as serving to undo the harm inflicted by ever-evolving 
forms of racialism." Marx and Philosophy "Paul Taylor may only, as he says, 'gently recommend' the approach he 
develops here, but he offers compelling arguments that raise the level of discussion on all sorts of race matters. This 
new edition extends the discussion to more recent topics, such as the demise of affirmative action and new work on the 
metaphysics of race, making the book more useful than ever. And it is still the most entertaining philosophy book I 
have ever read." Linda Martin Alcoff, Syracuse University "Moving fluidly and wittily between high theory and 
popular culture, Paul Taylor’s book is, quite simply, the best philosophical introduction to race I know. I have made it 
a required text every time I have taught race, whether at the undergraduate or graduate levels. This welcome new 
edition updates the 2003 original to include Barack Obama’s election, controversies around undocumented 
immigration, and the ominous pattern of growing securitization –  all shaped by race in a very much non-post-racial 
world." Charles Mills, Northwestern University   


