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Pauli Murray : Proud Shoes: The Story of an American Family (Black Women Writers Series)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Proud Shoes: The Story of an 
American Family (Black Women Writers Series): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. You should know more about Pauli MurrayBy Elliot S. MagginDr. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0807072095


Pauli Murray was a hero. One of my heroes, as it happens. This is the true story of her family's journey from 
enslavement to moral, intellectual and economic success. These are the people who, today, are becoming America. 
When Dr. Murray, a recent Yale Law School grad, applied to the Massachusetts bar she had to account for an arrest 
she had in another state in the 1940's. It seemed she was protesting civil right violations when Martin Luther King was 
in high school. Any laws she broke at the time - and she did - had since been rescinded or repealed. She was admitted 
to the bar, as well as to several university faculties, and eventually to the Episcopal priesthood. This is a significant 
historical figure about whom we all should know more.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. this book 
cannot be recommended highly enoughBy lolthis book cannot be recommended highly enough. it is readable non-
fiction, written in an almost prose-like manner. I laughed, I cried and I shared my copy with loved ones. Should be 
read by anyone who wants to understand the struggles of race and sex both in the civil war times and today.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Crucial reading for all of us to better understand our world beyond black 
and whiteBy Heather H.A classic; the Rev. Dr. Pauli Murray speaks to all of us in telling her carefully researched 
family story that embodied American History. Crucial reading for all of us to better understand our world beyond 
black and white.

First published in 1956, Proud Shoes is the remarkable true story of slavery, survival, and miscegenation in the South 
from the pre-Civil War era through the Reconstruction. Written by Pauli Murray the legendary civil rights activist and 
one of the founders of NOW, Proud Shoes chronicles the lives of Murray's maternal grandparents. From the birth of 
her grandmother, Cornelia Smith, daughter of a slave whose beauty incited the master's sons to near murder to the 
story of her grandfather Robert Fitzgerald, whose free black father married a white woman in 1840, Proud Shoes 
offers a revealing glimpse of our nation's history.

"A classic on the intertwining fictions of race and sex, the depth of their cruelty, and the strength that has defied them. 
Present-day America cannot be understood without true stories like the ones Murray tells."  —Gloria Steinem"Pauli 
Murray is one of the founding leaders of the modern American women's movement, and I am glad to see her 
wonderful book in print again." —Betty Friedan "Moving and remarkable.… Proud Shoes traps the beast of American 
slavery, in particular, the strange and tragic domestic struggle between master and slave, and the ironic 'gift of white 
blood' that still nourishes and suffocates many Americans." —Jack Hicks, The Nation"A significant contribution to 
our understanding of the black experience in America.… Fascinating." —Publishers WeeklyAbout the AuthorThe 
Reverend Dr. Pauli Murray (1910–1985) was a lawyer and civil-rights activist, America's first black woman 
Episcopalian priest, and a founder of NOW.Patricia Bell-Scott is professor of family and child development and 
women's studies at the University of Georgia. She was founding editor of SAGE: A Scholarly Journal on Women and 
has been a contributing editor to Ms. Magazine. She has published several books, including Life Notes: Personal 
Writings by Contemporary Black Women, Double Stitch: Black Women Write About Mothers and Daughters, and 
Flat-footed Truths: Telling Black Women's Lives (with Dr. Juanita Johnson-Bailey). 


