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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. What sets this book apart from others is that this real-life story reads 
like a novel and draws the reader in with its ...By James I. MoffettA solid 4 star rating for me. What sets this book 
apart from others is that this real-life story reads like a novel and draws the reader in with its well written and 
descriptive narratives. The story is not a complete history of the 1st Air Commandos, but is more specific to the March 
5/6 1944 glider assault of "Operation Thursday" which does take the reader about 3/4 of the book to get there. Where 
this book truly excels is in all of its background and biographical material on the key personnel who molded the 
commando group into a cohesive, functional, and specialized unit; Brig. Gen. Orde Wingate, Col. Philip Cochran, Col. 
John Alison, and the men they selected to head the organizational sections within the commando group. The writer 
takes the reader through the groups inception, development, training, overseas movement, and operational 
employment of the commando force. First person experiences from veterans who were with the group are weaved 
within the story. The saga of the group winds down following "Operation Thursday" with the tragic death of Gen. 
Wingate at the end of March, the recall of Col. Alison to the states in early April, and Cochran in May. The book does 
not get too bogged down in technical details about gliders or aircraft, but offers enough so you fully understand each. 
The story flows and I didn't find it balky to read as some are when they bounce around trying to cover every detail. 
The hardcover book is 300 pages, has 23 chapters with footnotes, 24 pages of BW pictures placed in the middle of the 
book, and a well put together listing of supporting references the author drew upon in creating his publication. This 
book compliments, Any Place, Any Time, Any Where by R. D. Van Wagner and Back To Mandalay by Lowell 
Thomas.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Rich History of those who have gone before usBy Carl 
Pohrte, JrAs a EX-USAF COMBAT CONTROLLER - which is now part of the USAF Tactical or Special Operations 
which include the Air Commando headquartered at Hurlburt Field, FL this book is part of our history. Unlike many 
books on war the history is fully explained as well as the characters. As a history buff and proud member of this elite 
organization I can relate to this story. Very good read about the group that still performs their assignments without 
fanfare encouraged by the quiet pride of serving their country. These units are still overcoming many many obstacles. 
We recently were present at a ceremony honoring the history of these units and the current unit that carry on - for 
those interested after reading this book look up the USAF Special Operations Command0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Great booksBy DEMDGreat book, lots of detail but easy read. Recommend it.

Project 9: The Birth of the Air Commandos in World War II is a thoroughly researched narrative of the Allied joint 
project to invade Burma by air. Beginning with its inception at the Quebec Conference of 1943 and continuing through 
Operation Thursday until the death of the brilliant British General Orde Wingate in March 1944, less than a month 
after the successful invasion of Burma, Project 9 details all aspects of this covert mission, including the selection of 
the American airmen, the procurement of the aircraft, the joint training with British troops, and the dangerous night-
time assault behind Japanese lines by glider. 

The Best Air Power History Book Award Winner for 2014 “This a splendid book about a little-reported-on corner of 
World War II geography and forces engaged in a do-or-die situation in Burma and India in 1943-1944. The book deals 
with some unforgettable figures. General ‘Hap’ Arnold and Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten lead the list, with 
brilliant, if eccentric, British Brigadier Orde Wingate close behind. Wingate’s scheme for taking the fight to the 
Japanese in Burma was the catalyst for the formation of the U.S. Army Air Forces ‘Air Commandos.’”—Air Power 
History 


