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4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Great Primer on Naval Strategy and Military StrategyBy
BaileyJulian Corbett's 1911 treatise builds upon the foundation laid by Clausewitz to translate the ideas of military
strategy on land into general principals as they apply to the sea. Corbett discusses ways of integrating the land and sea
forces mutually to support the political objective. He offers amodern insight into Clausewitz's ideas concerning
limited war and bridges the gap between a continental perspective and a global one.Corbett's ideas remain intensely
relevant to any practitioner of the military, strategic, or political arts. | would suggest that every technological
development that would appear to change the basic principals of naval strategy has an answer in a countervailing
measure, such that the nature of naval strategy has not fundamentally changed, but only broadened, since thiswas
written. For example, cruise missiles, ICBMs and aircraft carriers change the details, but not the nature, of maritime
support to the national strategy. | would also offer that many of Corbett's insights are not limited to the sea services,
and that all strategists would do well to incorporate his wisdom in forming a complete analysis.Finally, Corbett's book
isavery fine example of high level strategic thought. Whether you agree or disagree with his core concepts, the study
isimportant to broaden your strategic thinking.Thisis akey part of any military-strategic library.0 of 0 people found
the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Y CPIumA bit wordy, but provides some significant insight on maritime
strategy for an Army guy.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Bob Gibsonawesome

This brilliant exposition established British naval historian Julian Corbett (1854-1922) as one of the great maritime
strategists. Corbett placed naval warfare within the larger framework of human conflict, proposing that the key to
maritime dominance lies in effective use of sealinesfor communications and in denying that use to the enemy. His
concept — which regarded naval strategy not as an end in itself but as a meansto an end, with that end defined by
national strategy — makes this awork of enduring value.Principles of Maritime Strategy emphasizes precise
definitions of terminology and ideas as the antidote to loose and purposel ess discussion and the direct path to the
fundamental data on which all are agreed. As Corbett notes in the Introduction, "In this way we prepare the apparatus
of practical discussion; we secure the means of arranging the factors in manageabl e shape, and of deducing from them
with precision and rapidity apractical course of action. Without such apparatus no two men can even think on the
same line; much less can they ever hope to detach the real point of difference that divides them and isolate it for quiet
solution."Much quoted and referenced, this ever-relevant work is an indispensable resource for military professionals,
historians, and students.



