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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Read, Excellent PurchaseBy Ian Scott WilsonJust finished 
this book. Absolutely recommend it to any and all even slightly interested in an adventurous life of a prince, slavery in 
the south, the Colonization Society, Henry Clay (and J.Q. Adams), or American History. The author really knows how 
to weave a story and characters so alive that makes you sad to part with them when it's over.Although it has been 
adapted into a documentary, I can't help but feel that this deserves SPIELBERG treatment. The journey is so epic, the 
drama so moving and consequential... Ibrahima lives from the pages of this book.Buy it.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy TYGreat product, great service.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. I learned somethingBy Terry McKayI enjoyed this, but I have a particular interest in the topic. The book is not 
your typical easy read but it is very well researched. Tons of background information about 18th and 19th century west 
Africa that I had never really considered before. I learned a lot, enough to want more. And that is why we read, isn't it?

In 1807, an Irish ship's surgeon recognized a slave at a Mississippi produce market as the son of an African king who 
had saved his life many years earlier. "The Prince," as he had become known to local Natchez, Mississippi, residents, 
had been captured by warring tribesmen when he was 26 years old, sold to slavetraders, and shipped to America. An 
educated, aristocratic slave, Abd Rahman Ibrahima was made overseer of the large cotton and tobacco plantation of 
his master, who refused to sell him to the doctor for any price. After 25 years of petitioning, Dr. Cox finally gained 
Ibrahima his freedom, through the intercession of U.S. Secretary of State Henry Clay. Sixty-six-year-old Ibrahima 
sailed for Africa the following year, with his wife, two sons, and several grandchildren, and died there of fever just 
five months after his arrival. Prince Among Slaves is the first full account of Ibrahima's life, pieced together from first-
person accounts and historical documents. It is not only a remarkable story, but the story of a remarkable man, who 
endured the humiliation of slavery without ever losing his dignity or his hope for freedom.

"Alford writes with a straightforward simplicity that nonetheless takes account of all sorts of complexities, including 
racial attitudes in this country at that time, and class attitudes as well."--The New Yorker"Vividly re-creates a life as 
dramatic as a work of fiction."--Booklist"Absorbing reading....The succession of events surrounding [the prince's] 
enslavement and emancipation almost defy belief."--Library Journal"The story moves along with the excitement, pace, 
and emotion of a well-paced novel."--Best Sellers"An exceptional study. A much needed introduction to Africans as 
real people during the slavery era....Prince Among Slaves affirms the African heritage of Afro-Americans."--Stephen 
Middleton, University of CincinnatiAbout the AuthorTerry Alford is at au. 


