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Stephen L. Moore : Presumed Lost: The Incredible Ordeal of America's Submarine POWs during the Pacific 
War  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Presumed Lost: 
The Incredible Ordeal of America's Submarine POWs during the Pacific War: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Lost but Not ForgottenBy JimIt is a powerful book which describes 
the horrendous conditions that these submariners faced and endured during their years as POWs under Imperial 
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Japanese control. Few submarine sailors survive when their vessel is destroyed and the author gives a personal profile 
on each of the men survived in these terrible camps. The book provides an insight into a unique experience of the 
WWII submarine sailors who were captured and who lived to tell their stories even when loved ones thought they had 
died with their sunken submarine. .0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent WW II historical 
read.By Steve FExcellent account of Japanese treatment of POWs after capture during WW II. A true story of survival 
under the harshest conditions and severest abuse.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The unlost US 
submarine POWs of WWIIBy ElisabethPresumed Lost is a compilation of interviews and other documentation of the 
Prisoners of War captured from US naval submarines during WWII by the Japanese. This is a very moving account 
given by these survivors, and in some cases, by their families and crew mates. War is ugly, and the treatment of these 
men was ugly. If someone glorifies war, he should be required to read what can happen when your enemy has your life 
in his hands. I hope these stories do not die with these men; it is important that our children understand the cost of war, 
as well as the power of courage and a person's will to live.

When submarines failed to return to port from patrol, they were officially listed by the Navy as “overdue and 
presumed lost.” Loved ones were notified by the War Department that their siblings, spouses, and sons were missing 
in action and presumed lost. While 52 U.S. submarines were sunk in the Pacific, the Japanese took prisoners of war 
from the survivors of only seven of these lost submarines. Presumed Lost is the compelling story of the final patrols of 
those seven submarines and the long captivity of the survivors. Of the 196 sailors taken prisoner, 158 would survive 
the horrors of the POW camps, where torture, starvation, and slave labor were common. This is the most complete and 
accurate record of their captivity experiences ever compiled. Author Stephen L. Moore draws on personal interviews 
with the survivors, as well as on diaries, family archives, and POW statements to reveal new details and correct 
longstanding errors in previously published accounts. Moore’s research brought to light the following facts: Most 
crewmen from USS Perch endured 1,298 days of captivity without their families ever being told that they were still 
alive. The Perch and USS Grenadier were so badly damaged by enemy depth-charge attacks that their crews were 
forced to scuttle their ships. USS Sculpin and USS S-44 went down fighting, with only forty-two men from the 
Sculpin being taken prisoner and half of them perishing on the way to Japan. USS Tang and USS Tullibee, victims of 
their own faulty, circling torpedoes, had few survivors, five of whom managed to escape from the sunken, burning 
Tang when it was 180 feet below the ocean surface. As many as six men survived the loss of USS Robalo after it 
struck a mine off Palawan, but none of those survived the prison camps. The book includes dozens of rare photos of 
the POWs, many of which have never before been published. Appendices include final muster rolls of the seven 
submarines and a complete list of the U.S. submariners who were held as POWs, with details of their various camps of 
internment
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