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Gloria Bucco : Precious Cargo: A Collection of Stories from the Italian Immigrants of Matawan, New Jersey 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Precious Cargo: A 
Collection of Stories from the Italian Immigrants of Matawan, New Jersey: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Brilliant Tribute to the History of America!By Sue FrederickWhat a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1514609630


brilliant tribute to the history of America - founded on the hard work of courageous immigrants looking for a better 
life. Gloria Bucco weaves together the stories, struggles and loves of Italian families arriving in her hometown of 
Matawan, New Jersey at the turn of the century. Written with heart and accuracy, Gloria has documented the hardships 
and blessings of the people who have truly made America great. This is a beautiful book that should be read by 
everyone looking for a deeper understanding of what freedom, inclusion and democracy are all about. Well done 
Gloria!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. wonderful town great bookBy Linda Lybeck Hillwiwonderful 
book, wonderful town. Matawan was Camelot and these families helped make it so, best place to grow up=1 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. Precious is a wonderful collection of stories of Italian immigrants who 
settled in ...By Sam RizzoPrecious is a wonderful collection of stories of Italian immigrants who settled in a small 
town in New Jersey. There are many stories left to be told, and I hope there will be a follow up book in which to tell 
them.Sam Rizzo

Between 1880 and 1914, more than four million Italians left Italy and came to America. Of these, nearly 100 families 
settled in a small town in Central New Jersey named Matawan. This book contains the true stories of why they came, 
how they lived and the legacy they left behind. Told by sons and daughters, these stories are their recollections of 
parents and grandparents who are now gone with only our memories to keep them alive. The stories trace these brave 
people and bring them to life. They worked, they loved and they made great sacrifices to start a new life in a strange 
country with a different language and unfamiliar customs. This book is an attempt to save the stories of those who 
came before, to bring them back to life for future generations who never met them and may not even know their 
names. Through the stories you can hear their laughter, see their tears, and feel their heartbreak and joy. You will 
follow them on the boats, witness them meeting their true loves, and accompany them to war on ships and in 
battlefields. Every family has stories that are passed down from one generation to another. Many are lost along the 
way. This book was written to ensure the stories of these courageous people live on and do not disappear into the 
decades.

About the AuthorGloria Bucco was born in Brooklyn, N.Y. but came to Matawan, her fathers hometown, when she 
was 3 years old. She graduated from St. Josephs School and Matawan High School with the Class of 1965. She went 
on to graduate from Glassboro State College (now Rowan University), the University of Colorado-Boulder and 
received a masters degree in Mass Communication from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 2006. She was an 
editor and journalist in Colorado for 30 years. Gloria now lives in Lincoln, Neb., near her daughter and two 
grandchildren. She still writes and is trying her hand at poetry. 


