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Politics): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good book for all to read.By fernando adameExcellent book for 
history or sociology major college students1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. nobody will agree with it 
all but that's the point right?By Dan DuffyCircumstantial, detailed, with as well a broad survey of the literature, 
Gordon K. Mantler's history unpacks the perception you may have had in a political meeting that many of those 
present either do not understand each other or have no intention of working together. He gives the good and the bad of 
minority coalition politics in the 1970s, debunking the grandiose claims of its demagogues and the dismissive sneers 
of its opponents. Gordon winds up the book observing that you can't have a coalition if each group doesn't insist on its 
own identity. I agree with him though he might not agree with me that it sounds like mid-century whiteness as 
practiced by Richard Daley and the other bosses. An honest and tender book, highly recommended.

The Poor People's Campaign of 1968 has long been overshadowed by the assassination of its architect, Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., and the political turmoil of that year. In a major reinterpretation of civil rights and Chicano movement 
history, Gordon K. Mantler demonstrates how King's unfinished crusade became the era's most high-profile attempt at 
multiracial collaboration and sheds light on the interdependent relationship between racial identity and political 
coalition among African Americans and Mexican Americans. Mantler argues that while the fight against poverty held 
great potential for black-brown cooperation, such efforts also exposed the complex dynamics between the nation's two 
largest minority groups. Drawing on oral histories, archives, periodicals, and FBI surveillance files, Mantler paints a 
rich portrait of the campaign and the larger antipoverty work from which it emerged, including the labor activism of 
Cesar Chavez, opposition of Black and Chicano Power to state violence in Chicago and Denver, and advocacy for 
Mexican American land-grant rights in New Mexico. Ultimately, Mantler challenges readers to rethink the multiracial 
history of the long civil rights movement and the difficulty of sustaining political coalitions.

A richly detailed history of the complicated relationship between black and brown political activists in the 1960s and 
1970s.--Journal of the Illinois State Historical SocietyMantler tells a much more complex story of multiracial 
organizing and coalitions.--Labor Studies JournalGordon Mantler turns conventional wisdom on its head. . . . An 
important, innovative addition to the growing literature on racial coalitions during the civil rights era.--Law and 
History This fascinating and richly researched book offers an important corrective to assumptions that identity politics 
and multiracial coalitions are necessarily mutually exclusive.--American Historical Well written and significantly 
researched book that explores instances where identity politics and multiracial coalitions were not mutually exclusive. 
. . . A highly helpful read for those interested in the historiography of civil rights and identity-based movements, 
African American organizing, Mexican American activism, poverty, economic justice, and, most importantly, 
coalition politics.--H-Net sIntriguing. . . . Mantler's book makes important contributions to our understanding of the 
long War on Poverty, the Poor People's Campaign, and the relationship between multiracial coalitions and identity 
politics.--Register of the Kentucky Historical Society[Reflects] the way that this particular aspect of the civil rights 
movement was shaped both by the distinctive groups and individuals who were involved and by its timing in relation 
to the historical dynamics of twentieth-century American party politics and foreign policy, specifically Democratic 
Party liberalism and the trajectory of the Vietnam War.--North Carolina Historical Mantler shows the way (the 
campaign) was a step forward in the construction of multiracial coalitions, and also as a way to draw attention to a 
number of the group's causes.--A New Left Blog, Top Ten Books of 2013The often-overlooked partnership between 
Mexican American and African American activists of the 1960s receives much-deserved attention in this important 
contribution to the history of the civil rights era. . . . Recommended. All academic levels/libraries.--ChoiceProvides a 
fresh and persuasive view of the Poor People's Campaign.--Labour/Le TravailSkillfully brings together the histories of 
the African American and Mexican civil rights movements and shows their development both regionally and 
nationally.--New Mexican Historical Mantler offers an impressive examination of an understudied topic: antipoverty 
movements.--Journal of American History[A] richly textured and deeply researched study.--Southwestern Historical 
QuarterlyMantler offers an impressive examination of an understudied topic: antipoverty movements. He successfully 
weaves multiple histories, based on a sometimes staggering array of sources, into a highly readable analysis of social 
movement organizing.--Journal of American History Mantler's important new book underscores the diversity within 
the Poor People's Campaign and emphasizes its potential to build political coalitions across regions and across race.--
Lorena Oropeza, University of California, DavisDeft, graceful, and remarkable. Mantler completely changes the way 
we think about the final years of the modern civil rights movement.--Paul Ortiz, University of FloridaAbout the 
AuthorGordon K. Mantler is assistant professor of writing at The George Washington University. 


