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U.S. Secretary of Defense's Advisory Committee : POW... The Fight Continues After the Battle before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised POW... The Fight Continues
After the Battle:

Past history, the story of Korea and the crises which faced our prisoners of war in that conflict from capture through
Operation Big Switch and after, were all carefully considered and are presented in our report. The prisoner of war
situation resulting from the Korean War has received a great deal of adverse publicity. Asis stated in our account,
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much of that adverse publicity was due to lack of information and consequent misconceptionsin regard to the
problem. A few statistics may prove reassuring to anyone who thinks the Armed Forces were undermined by
Communist propagandain Korea. A total of about 1,600,000 Americans served in the Korean War. Of the 4,428
Americans who survived Communist imprisonment, only a maximum of 192 were found chargeable with serious
offenses against comrades or the United States. Or put it another way. Only 1 out of 23 American POWs was
suspected of serious misconduct. The contrast with civilian figures tells an interesting story. According to the latest
FBI statistics, 1 in 15 personsin the United States has been arrested and fingerprinted for the commission, or the
alleged commission, of criminal acts. When one realizes that the Armed Forces come from a cross-section of the
national population, the record seems fine indeed. It seems better than that when one weighsin the balance the
tremendous pressures the American POW's were under. Weighed in that balance, they cannot be found wanting. We
examined the publicly aleged divergent action taken by the Services toward prisoners repatriated from Korea. The
disposition of al cases was governed by the facts and circumstances surrounding each case, and was as consi stent,
equitable and uniform as could be achieved by any two boards or courts. Aslegal steps, including appeals, are
completed and in light of the uniqueness of the Korean War and the particular conditions surrounding American
prisoners of war, the appropriate Service Secretaries should make thorough reviews of all punishments awarded. This
continuing review should make certain that any excessive sentences, if found to exist, are carefully considered and
mitigated. This review should also take into account a comparison with sentences meted out to other prisoners for
similar offenses. In concluding, the Committee unanimously agreed that Americans require a unified and purposeful
standard of conduct for our prisoners of war backed up by afirst class training program. This position isaso

whol eheartedly supported by the consensus of opinion of al those who consulted with the Committee. From no one
did we receive stronger recommendations on this point than from the former American prisoners of war in Korea-
officers and enlisted men.



