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Tom Elmore : Potter's Raid through South Carolina:: The Final Days of the Confederacy (Civil War Series) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Potter's Raid through 
South Carolina:: The Final Days of the Confederacy (Civil War Series): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. and great numbers of locomotives and railroad facilities were 
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destroyedBy James BonhamtonIn the spring of 1865 the destruction of the Confederate States was completed, but 
General Sherman wanted to give South Carolinians one more kick to insure that they would stay down for a very long 
time. The CSA had very little strength left, but when Sherman sent a raid on Florence, SC, the raid was driven off, 
unexpectedly. Soon another raiding group, commanded by Union General Potter, started out to wreak havoc on the 
interior of the state. With very little opposition, stores of goods and supplies, and great numbers of locomotives and 
railroad facilities were destroyed. South Carolina was in a depressed condition for many decades, for citizens black 
and white suffered poverty for 65 years and more.Tom Elmore has done a service to history in providing the details on 
a little-known postscript to history, in an interesting way.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy William R.Very good book........ came earlier than I expected

In April 1865, Richmond had fallen, and the Confederacy was dying. Robert E. Lee had surrendered his army to 
Ulysses S. Grant in Virginia. Joseph Johnston was in North Carolina negotiating the surrender of his army to William 
T. Sherman. But in South Carolina, General Edward Potter was leading 2,500 Union soldiers, including the famed 
African American regiment the Fifty-fourth Massachusetts, through the state's interior, intent on destroying the 
railroads and equipment. This is the story of Potter's Raid. Using rare and nearly forgotten accounts, historian Tom 
Elmore has compiled the story of this often-overlooked campaign that featured the last shots of the Civil War in the 
state that started it.

About the AuthorTom Elmore grew up in Columbia hearing tales and legends about General William T. Sherman's 
visit to the city. He has devoted over a decade to researching Columbia's role in the Civil War and has shared his 
knowledge in bus tours, magazine articles and lectures. Tom holds a BA in history and political science from the 
University of South Carolina. He is a book reviewer for Blue Gray Magazine and is on the Board of Directors of the 
Greater Columbia Civil War Alliance. He lives in Columbia with his wife, Krys, and their two Chihuahuas, Speedy 
and Sassy. 


