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Between 1945 and 1948, more than a quarter of amillion Jews fled countries in Eastern Europe and the Balkans and
began filling hastily erected displaced persons camps in Germany and Austria. As one of the victorious Allies, Britain
had to help find a solution for the vast majority of these refugees who refused repatriation. Drawing on extensive
research in British, American, and Isragli archives, Arieh Kochavi presents a comprehensive analysis of British policy
toward Jewish displaced persons and reveals the crucial role the United States played in undermining that policy.
Kochavi argues that political concerns--not human considerations--determined British policy regarding the refugees.
Anxiousto secureitsinterestsin the Middle East, Britain feared its relations with Arab nations would suffer if it
appeared to be too lax in thwarting Zionist efforts to bring Jewish Holocaust survivors to Palestine. In the United
States, however, the American Jewish community was able to influence presidential policy by making its vote hinge
on a solution to the displaced persons problem. Setting his analysis against the backdrop of the escalating Cold War,
Kachavi reveals how, ironically, the Kremlin as well as the White House came to support the Zionists goals, albeit for
entirely different reasons.

"Skillfully demonstrates--while paying meticul ous attention to the voluminous historical evidence he has unearthed--
that for the British, humanitarian considerations were eclipsed by political and pragmatic calculations. . . . A major
contribution to our understanding of how the DP issue and the Zionist's manipulation of it helped undermine the
British policy in the Middle East." -- "Holocaust and Genocide Studies' Meticulously researched and elegantly
written.--ShofarProvides a detail ed and nuanced analysis of the larger political landscape and shows how converging
priorities among Americans, Zionists, and Europeans on both sides of the iron curtain--albeit for distinct reasons--
allowed and even encouraged illegal Jewish immigration to Palestine after World War 11.--AlbionKochavi's relatively
uncomplicated narrative will appeal to ageneral audience interested in the story of the displaced persons, the postwar
diplomacy of the great powers, and the creation of the state of Israel.--Henry Friedlander, author of The Origins of
Nazi Genocide: From Euthanasia to the Final Solution[An] admirable, ground-breaking work.--Studiesin
Contemporary JewryA valuable study of the mass exodus of Jews from East Central Europe after World War |1.--New
York of BooksA perceptive and intelligent assessment of British policy in a complicated multinational context, as well
as a comparative analysis of the policies of Britain, the United States, the Soviet Union, and several other states. . . .
An important window on the complicated diplomacy surrounding the international origins of Israeli statehood.--
Journal of American HistorySkillfully demonstrates--while paying meticul ous attention to the voluminous historical
evidence he has unearthed--that for the British, humanitarian considerations were eclipsed by political and pragmatic
calculations. . . . A major contribution to our understanding of how the DP issue and the Zionist's manipulation of it
helped undermine the British policy in the Middle East.--Holocaust and Genocide StudiesThis important new study
illustrates how postwar British foreign policy was designed and pursued to prevent Jewish survivors of the Holocaust
from emigrating from Europe to Palestine. With admirable industry and considerable skill, Professor Kochavi has
unearthed and explored a mass of new information on the often-frantic but well-organized, heavily subsidized, and
internationally supported efforts by Holocaust survivors to flee Europe for anew life in the Middle East. Kochavi's
study makes several important contributions to postwar international history, to our understanding of the imperial
agendas of British Conservative and Labour governments during and after the war, and to the international context and
national policies that prolonged the suffering and despair of the surviving Jewish victims of the Holocaust. This book
fits comfortably among the most important and interesting works in this field.--Charles W. Sydnor Jr., author of
Soldiers of Destruction: The SS Death's Head Division, 1933-1945K ochavi provides one of the most complete
assessments yet of why, for the Jews, liberation was not the same thing as redemption.--Choice] Kochavi] examines the
history of the displaced persons problem in the widest context so far. . . . Kochavi's excellent account is the most
comprehensive study so far.--American Jewish HistoryAbout the AuthorArieh J. Kochavi is professor of history at the
University of Haifain Isragl. He is author of Prelude to Nuremburg: Allied War Crimes Policy and the Question of
Punishment.



