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Lonnie R. Speer : Portals to Hell: Military Prisons of the Civil War  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Portals to Hell: Military Prisons of the Civil War: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good Reference BookBy George E. Bisbee IIGood listing of the 
Civil War Prison Camps. Some of the camp descriptions are well done, although others are shallow. It is a good 
reference book for those researching Civil War soldiers who were captured. Good depth on explaining sanitary 
conditions, disease, and nutrition as part of the death tolls. Particularly interesting sagas of former POWs who were 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0803293429


later put in charge of prisons themselves.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. this is the best one to 
dateBy Ann YouellI've read many books on Northern prison camps, by far, this is the best one to date. Going year by 
year (1861-1865) made it easy to comprehend the similarities/differences between the camps.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy Karen EdmundsonThe book was exactly as described. The book came quickly.

The holding of prisoners of war has always been both a political and a military enterprise, yet the military prisons of 
the Civil War, which held more than four hundred thousand soldiers and caused the deaths of fifty-six thousand men, 
have been nearly forgotten. Now Lonnie R. Speer has brought to life the least-known men in the great struggle 
between the Union and the Confederacy, using their own words and observations as they endured a true “hell on 
earth.” Drawing on scores of previously unpublished firsthand accounts, Portals to Hell presents the prisoners’ 
experiences in great detail and from an impartial perspective. The first comprehensive study of all major prisons of 
both the North and the South, this chronicle analyzes the many complexities of the relationships among prisoners, 
guards, commandants, and government leaders.

"This is an excellent book for any military historian, Civil War Roundtable group, researcher, or anyone interested in 
learning more about an aspect of the Civil War behind the lines."—Larry S. Sterett, Gun Week 


