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Ana Muñiz : Police, Power, and the Production of Racial Boundaries (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Police, Power, and the 
Production of Racial Boundaries (Critical Issues in Crime and Society): 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813569753


0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy CustomerIt was ok.

Based on five years of ethnography, archival research, census data analysis, and interviews, Police, Power, and the 
Production of Racial Boundaries reveals how the LAPD, city prosecutors, and business owners struggled to control 
who should be considered “dangerous” and how they should be policed in Los Angeles. Sociologist Ana Muñiz shows 
how these influential groups used policies and everyday procedures to criminalize behaviors commonly associated 
with blacks and Latinos and to promote an exceedingly aggressive form of policing. Muñiz illuminates the degree to 
which the definitions of “gangs” and “deviants” are politically constructed labels born of public policy and court 
decisions, offering an innovative look at the process of criminalization and underscoring the ways in which a 
politically powerful coalition can define deviant behavior. As she does so, Muñiz also highlights the various grassroots 
challenges to such policies and the efforts to call attention to their racist effects. Muñiz describes the fight over two 
very different methods of policing: community policing (in which the police and the community work together) and 
the “broken windows” or “zero tolerance” approach (which aggressively polices minor infractions—such as 
loitering—to deter more serious crime). Police, Power, and the Production of Racial Boundaries also explores the 
history of the area to explain how Cadillac-Corning became viewed by outsiders as a “violent neighborhood” and how 
the city’s first gang injunction—a restraining order aimed at alleged gang members—solidified this negative image. 
As a result, Muñiz shows, Cadillac-Corning and other sections became a test site for repressive practices that 
eventually spread to the rest of the city. 

"In a compelling, nonacademic way, Police, Power, and the Production of Racial Boundaries blows the lid off gang 
suppression policies in Los Angeles. Through a combination of personal narrative and rigorous scholarship, Ana 
Muniz reveals how gang injunctions have hurt minority communities and fomented racial tensions for a generation. A 
fabulous book that I couldn't put down, it is a must-read for every public defender or civil rights lawyer representing 
teenagers accused of gang activities." 


