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Donald Robert Beagle, Bryan Albin Giemza : Poet of the Lost Cause: A Life of Father Ryan before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Poet of the Lost Cause: A Life of Father
Ryan:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Dale1963I bought for afriend...he was very
complimentary,

Father Abram J. Ryan (1838--1886) held dual rolesin the post—-Civil War era: he was at once an architect of
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ascendant Lost Cause ideology and one of its leading icons. Among Southern sympathizers after the war, his celebrity
placed him in a pantheon of Confederate figures that included Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson. Le€'s surrender at
Appomattox catapulted the then twenty-seven-year-old Catholic chaplain to regional and finally national fame. His
verses, which investigated faith and propagated a romanticized view of the Southern cause, went through forty-seven
editions by the 1930s, and Ryan himself became a near-mythical figure: the celebrated " Poet-Priest of the South.” In
his eulogy for Father Ryan, Hannis Taylor declared, "The lost cause became incarnate in the heart of Father Ryan, who
cherished it as his forefathers had cherished the cause of Ireland."Ryan's deep involvement in avariety of causes-
Southern, Catholic, and Irish-brought him into dialogue with cultural movements ranging from Fenianism and public
school debates to sentimentalism and female religious orders. He also edited two influential postwar newspapers, and
his writings made him familiar to figures ranging from Orestes Brownson and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow to
Jefferson Davis and John Mitchel. His posthumous influence extended to such writers as William Faulkner, Margaret
Mitchell, O. Henry, and Flannery O'Connor. Praised by President William McKinley, who recited his favorite Father
Ryan verses in the White House, and by Joseph Pulitzer, who made a bequest for a Ryan memorial, Ryan was well-
loved by those who commemorated a nearly imagined antebellum South-so much so that the myth of Ryan sometimes
rivaled the myth of the Old South. A lack of verifiable information about Father Ryan's life aided this mythologizing
process. Biographical material lies scattered in archives around the nation and the world, and much is spurious or
hagiographical, particularly concerning the nature of Ryan's military service, which has remained (until now) a
mystery. The result of meticulous scholarship and decades of careful collecting to create a body of reliable
information, this definitive, full-length biography of the enigmatic Confederate poet presents a close examination of
the man behind the myth and separates Lost Cause legend from fact.Scholars and students of the Civil War, of the
[rishin America, and of American religious history will find this a fascinating examination of a controversia
figure.Donald R. Beagleis director of library services at Belmont Abbey College in Charlotte, North Carolina, and
curator of the Father Ryan Archive. His many articles have appeared in journals such as Catholic Library World,
Journal of Academic Librarianship, and Libri: International Library Review.Bryan A. Giemzais currently the
postdoctoral fellow at the University of South Carolina’s Institute for Southern Studies. He is the assistant editor of
Southern Writers: A New Biographical Dictionary, and his articles on American literature have appeared in a variety
of journals.

"Beagle and Giemza have produced a definitive and well-written biography of one of the most important literary
figures of the Lost Cause ideology that dominated southern thinking about the Civil War well into the twentieth
century."--Louisiana History [Summer, 2010]"...[the authors] delve deeper into Ryan's life, providing a more complete
narrative and addressing...events and controversies not noted by previous biographers...the authors weave into the
narrative a critical analysis of the artistry, rather than just the content, of Ryan's poetry....This highly readable volume
should be perused by anyone interested in the Civil War, the Lost Cause, the experiences of the Irish in the South,
southern Catholicism, or southern literary history."-- The Journal of Southern History [December, 2009]"...awelcome
addition to the increasing interest in examining the nexus between religion and the Civil War...the authors provide
students in history, literature, and religious studies a comprehensive account of a complex individual whose influence
resonated with a host of later southern writers...thisis a superior study that resurrects the leading architect and
apologist of the Lost Cause."-- Religious Studies [ December, 2009]"Beagle and Giemza ....are to be commended for
the excellent literary criticism they employ in analyzing the priest's verses, their metrical patterns and meaning, and
placing them in the wider context of American literature. They also reveal the ways his legacy has been remembered.
In summary, Poet of the Lost Cause excelsin its portrayal of Ryan's sacralization of the Lost Cause ideology, through
which, its authors correctly state, Southerners sought 'to fill a space that longed for a second coming™'-- Georgia
Historical Quarterly [Summer, 2010]"...awell-documented, intensely researched look at the life of Father Abram
Ryan....The authors sort through the Father Ryan mythology, and attempt to define the true man without the
sentimental overlay found in early attempts to describe hislife.... There are many themes running through the Father
Ryan story and the book deals with each in a comprehensive way." -Tennessee Historical Quarterly [Summer,
2009]About the AuthorDonald R. Beagle is adirector of library services at Belmont Abbey College in Charlotte,
North Carolina, and curator of the Father Ryan Archive. His many articles have appeared in journals such as Catholic
Library World, Journal of Academic Librarianship, and Libri: International Library .Bryan A. Giemzais an assistant
professor of English at Randolph-Macon College.



