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Gary W. Moore : Playing with the Enemy: A Baseball Prodigy, World War II, and the Long Journey Home 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Playing with the 
Enemy: A Baseball Prodigy, World War II, and the Long Journey Home: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Best book in a long timeBy LambIf you like baseball or history, or 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0143113887


ideally both, this is for you. I love the game and hate history books. There were maybe two "slow" chapters but I never 
wanted to put the book down. Highly recommend. I think I've given 4 total books five stars. This was unbelievable.3 
of 3 people found the following review helpful. Playing With the EnemyBy Dr. Gail LockartA story based on actual 
events, a young athlete destined to play pro baseball, joins the Navy at the beginning of WWII. His life direction 
changes and he faces challenges and disappointment. Excellent story!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
I liked this very much and learned a lot of history ...By JoanI liked this very much and learned a lot of history too. I 
love baseball so that part was interesting to me too. Mr Moore's father sounds like he was a very nice man.

Part Tuesdays with Morrie, part Field of Dreams?a true American story of World War II and redemption Driven by 
word of mouth and the author?s heroic efforts to tell the world his father?s story, Playing with the Enemy was a 
surprise hardcover hit for its independent publisher. Gary Moore?s book about his father?a baseball phenom whose 
future in the majors was cut short by World War II and a fateful occurrence during a top secret mission for the U.S. 
Navy?is a warm-hearted memoir of faded dreams and new hope that is destined for the bestseller lists. Filled with 
memorable characters from an extraordinary time in our country?s history, it is a truly redemptive story that will be 
read and reread for generations to come.

From Publishers WeeklyStarred . In 1940, at just 15 years old, small-town baseball star Gene Moore was signed to the 
Brooklyn Dodgers, who saw in him the potential to become one of the great catchers of all time. Before that could 
happen, though, WWII intervened. Gene's story, a surprising paean to the power and humanity of a game, is told here 
by his son, a first-time author who exhibits the confidence and pacing of a pro. His gripping material certainly helps: 
after several years overseas in the Navy's touring baseball team, Gene was brought back to Louisiana and assigned to 
guard secret German POWs, whose U-boat was captured just days before the storming of Normandy. There, Gene 
teaches his German captives how to play baseball, with a number of unintended and life-altering consequences. When 
Gene's finally able to return home to Sesser, Ill., he's "on crutches, depressed and embarrassed," holing up in the local 
bar and prompting one bartender to lament, "he's become one of us, when we were hoping he would make us like 
him." Gene's journey from promise to despair and back again, set against a long war and an even longer post-war 
recovery, retains every bit of its vitality and relevance, a 20th-century epic that demonstrates how, sometimes, letting 
go of a dream is the only way to discover one's great fortune.Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of 
Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistGene Moore, from tiny Sesser, Illinois, was signed by the 
Brooklyn Dodgers at age 15 in 1940. After Pearl Harbor, the Dodgers arranged for him to be a member of a traveling 
U.S. Navy baseball team to entertain troops in the European theater. Eventually, the team was assigned stateside to 
guard a select group of German prisoners in Louisiana. The Germans had been captured when their submarine, the U-
505 (now a featured attraction at Chicago's Museum of Science and Industry), experienced mechanical problems in the 
vicinity of Allied warships. The story of the relationship that developed between the prisoners and their guards is a 
fascinating one. Because the Allies captured key code-breaking information with the sub, the existence of the prisoners 
was kept secret. Author Moore, son of Gene, also tells the heartbreaking story of how his father tried to recapture his 
major-league dream after the war but did not succeed. A moving profile of one, nearly unknown member of the 
Greatest Generation. Wes LukowskyCopyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved a First-time 
author [Gary Moore] exhibits the confidence and pacing of a pro. His gripping material certainly helps. . . . [A] 
twentieth-century epic that demonstrates how, sometimes, letting go of a dream is the only way to discover oneas great 
fortune.a a"Publishers Weekly" (starred review)First-time author [Gary Moore] exhibits the confidence and pacing of 
a pro. His gripping material certainly helps. . . . [A] twentieth-century epic that demonstrates how, sometimes, letting 
go of a dream is the only way to discover one s great fortune. "Publishers Weekly" (starred review)? First-time author 
[Gary Moore] exhibits the confidence and pacing of a pro. His gripping material certainly helps. . . . [A] twentieth-
century epic that demonstrates how, sometimes, letting go of a dream is the only way to discover one's great fortune.? 
?"Publishers Weekly" (starred review) 


