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Lodwick H. Alford : Playing for Time: War on an Asiatic Fleet Destroyer  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Playing for Time: War on an Asiatic Fleet Destroyer: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Rare first hand WW 2 accountBy timeoutThis is a fine first hand, 
personal, and surprisingly positive, account of what it was to be a part of the hopelessly outmanned and outgunned 
multinational force of allied naval ships, tasked by their governments with the last ditch defense of the Dutch West 
Indies from the advancing Japanese. It is a rare and wonderful book that adds the emotion and color of an American 
naval officer who was on the ground as a part of the operation. The author opines readily on the quality of area 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=147502049X


commanders and the thoughts and aspirations of the fighting men involved, as well as recognition deserved, but not 
given, to several of his countrymen. I read Playing for Time in concert with author Tom Womack's excellent and 
highly detailed The Allied Defense of the Malay Barrier 1941-1942 and found that Alford filled in many blanks and 
added much meaning and human emotion to the early war of which he was a part.5 of 5 people found the following 
review helpful. Playing for TimeBy R. L. MahanPlaying for time by Capt Alford USN RET. Is a book I have wanted 
to read my whole life. Let me say up front that my father served on board the USS Stewart DD-224 during the time 
covered in the book as an RM3. So I had a personal interest in it's story.There are some nice works that cover the 
events that overcame the US Asiatic Fleet in the early days of World War 2. The Lonely Ships By Edwin P. Hoyt is 
one such work. Playing for time is different in that instead of covering the plans made by the Admirals in how to 
confront a vastly superior enemy. It is about the thoughts and feelings of the crew of one of the ships trying to carry 
out those plans. Always with the hope that the US Pacific Fleet would come to their aid and the bitter feelings when 
they realized that was not going to happen. It is the story of proud men and ships sailing into certain defeat even with 
the knowledge that their sacrifice can no longer serve a useful purpose.There is also a good bit of information of the 
Stewart's use by Japan after being raised and refitted as a patrol boat.The story of the USS Stewart DD-224 is one of 
the strangest in Naval History. Shoot up and bombed by Japan, scuttled by the US, re-floated by Japan, re-captured by 
the US and sunk for the last time by it's own US Navy off San Fransisco as a Bombing target. Hollywood couldn't 
make that up.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I love information about early american fighting after 
Pearl Harbor and ...By Steven LeenertsI love information about early american fighting after Pearl Harbor and this 
book is full of it. A great book about the naval battles of the Asiatic Fleet in the Dutch East Indies and the only 
American warship to be captured by the enemy in World War 2.

Merriam Press World War 2 Memoir SeriesLodwick Alford's memoir of his service as an officer on board the 
destroyer USS Stewart (DD-224) of the Asiatic Fleet from before the war through its abandonment in a dry dock in 
Java in February 1942, also serving as a history of the ship's wartime service, including as a patrol boat in the Japanese 
Navy. The author also provides a history of the Asiatic Fleet during that time period when it was part of the naval 
forces that stopped the Japanese juggernaut on their southward expansion in the Pacific.ContentsPearl Harbor 
AttackedThe Asiatic Fleet: USS Stewart (DD-224)War!Playing for TimeSaga of the USS Peary (DD-226)Japanese 
Juggernaut Rolls SouthDestroyers Win OneImpending DisasterThe Beginning of the EndBaptism of Fire: USS 
StewartAbandon Ship!Allied Defeat!The Enemy Mops UpEscape From the Java SeaOrdeal of Edsall and 
WhippleIsabel Runs Gauntlet"Titivate Ship"Born Again—Under the Rising SunHomeward BoundRemaining 
Destroyers and Other ShipsPersonaeRecognitions, Decorations and AwardsShip’s Company Personnel of USS Stewart 
(DD-224) at Time of Battle of Badoeng Strait, 20 February, and Abandonment, 22 February 1942BibliographyBrief 
Biography of Lodwick H. Alford37 BW photosReview by Vic Campbell: Capt. Alford describes with vivid texture the 
life of a young officer aboard a four piper in the Asiatic Fleet. It surprises me, finding myself, a destroyer veteran and 
officer of Vietnam, experiencing my own life over again through his descriptions in a time 30 years before mine. The 
wardroom—the staterooms—the watches... One feels the salt air sting the eyes and the protocol stiffen the spine. It all 
comes back. There is so much tradition in the Navy. It lives from generation to generation.


