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Elizaveta Shelaeva : Photographsfrom Imperial St. Petersburg before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Photographs from Imperial St. Petersburg:

14 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Interesting view of lifein St. Petersburg before the RevolutionBy
Reading RocksBeing aliterary fan of the last Romanovs and of lifein imperial Russia prior to WW I, | decided to
purchase this book. First off, let me say that al the photographs in this book are also in the book "Before the
Revolution™; so if you have "Before the Revolution” do not buy this book. "Before the Revolution" is primarily a huge
pictorial book (about 300 pages) filled with photos of lifein St. Petersburg as well as other parts of Russia with photos
in sepiatone.This book, aside from about 6-8 pages of narrative in the beginning of the book, isall pictorial and in a
blue tone vs. sepia. The paper the book is printed on is high quality and the photos are crisp and clear. Each photo has
acaption - stating what the photo shows and the year the photo was taken. The title of the book "Imperia St.
Petersburg" can be misleading to some because it is not a book solely of photos of the rich and privileged. The word
"Imperia" in the title smply refersto how St. Petersburg was referred to back-in-the-day because the Romanov
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dynasty considered it their home base.Photos in this book show the rich and very poor -- the class differential in those
days was certainly distinct. There are photos of every day life, schools, couple of photos of various religious groups,
the arts, sciences, many photos of the city itself, transportation, etc. surprisingly, there are only several photos of the
Romanovs - this book is truly about life in St. Petersburg.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. but it had
some very interesting and some very beautiful pictures.By susan blair-buckleyWas hoping for more winter pictures,
but it had some very interesting and some very beautiful pictures.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Five StarsBy N. NelsonA good addition to my collection of books on Russian history.

The photographsin this rich collection of timelessimages captures St. Petersburg - the capital of Imperial Russia- in
its heyday in the late 19th to early 20th centuries. Tsarist Russiais shown as the personification of all that is splendid
in a disappearing world, aworld of unimaginable wealth and concentrated power. Accurately portraying a flamboyant
world that was soon to pass and foreseeing darker days ahead, St. Petersburg's master photographers, led by the
famous early chronicler Karl Bulla, here reveal their St. Petersburg, the imperial capital of splendor and foreboding, of
certainties and contradictions. The book includes 120 photographs of the city in al her glory, her famous people and
their lavish styles, al collected from the Central State Archive of Film and Photo Documents of St. Petersburg.



