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not it would be worth my time, and all praised Petersburg 1864–65: The longest siege (Campaign): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. The Last Seige...By HMS WarspiteAs General Grant discovered 
when he came East in the spring of 1864 to command all Union forces, including the Army of the Potomac, Lee's 
Confederate Army of Northern Virginia was perhaps too tough, too experienced, and too well-led to be easily defeated 
in open battle. Grant opted to do the next best thing: pin down Lee's army by threatening Richmond and the key 
transportation hub of Petersburg. In a well-orchestrated sidestep from the Battlefield at Cold Harbor, Grant moved 
thousands of troops smartly to the James River, crossed, and assaulted Petersburg..."Petersburg 1864-1865" offers a 
solid account of the Civil War's longest siege, in the Osprey Campaign format, with an introduction; short sketches of 
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the opposing leaders, armies, and plans; and a concise narrative of the siege of Petersburg. There is a nice selection of 
period photographs, maps and a few modern illustrations. The siege lasted nearly ten months and featured a series of 
moves and countermoves, as Grant sought to stretch Confederate forces in the Petersburg lines to the breaking point. 
Author Ron Field has the tough choice of picking which incidents to emphasize. Among his picks are the several 
initial failed attempts to take Petersburg, including the ultimately futile Battle of the Crater in July 1864. The author 
does a good to excellent job of explaning the various flank fights that attrited Lee's army and led to the climatic Battle 
of Five Forks."Petersburg 1864-1865" is highly recommended to the general reader interested in the Civil War. It is 
also recommended to the student looking for a quick introduction to the campaign.4 of 4 people found the following 
review helpful. Petersburg 1864-65: The longest siege (Osprey Campaign)By mahdi1rayWell written and researched. 
Easy to read. Good book for miniature wargamers in particular. Of some interest to military historians and American 
Civil War Reenactors. Okay for all others.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy omGreat 
source when touring site

In 1864, Petersburg, Virginia became the setting for one of the last great campaigns of the American Civil War (1861-
1865) and the longest siege in American History. After his failure to capture Richmond in the Spring, General Ulysses 
S. Grant decided to strangle the life out of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia by surrounding the city of 
Petersburg and cutting off General Robert E. Lee's supply lines. The ensuing siege would carry on for nearly ten 
months, involve 160,000 soldiers, and see a number of pitched battles including the Battle of the Crater, Reams 
Station, Hatcher's Run, and White Oak Road. But around these battles were long days of living in trenches, enduring 
poor diet and winter weather, and suffering constant artillery bombardment. In April of 1865, Grant ordered a 
sweeping offensive against the beleaguered Confederates, which broke Lee's right flank and forced him to retreat to 
Appomattox Court House, where he surrendered a week later.Written by an expert on the American Civil War, this 
book examines the last clash between the armies of U.S. Grant and Robert E. Lee.

“Readers interested in the Siege of Petersburg will want this book in their library, especially considering the price. The 
map of the late June action along the Jerusalem Plank Road alone makes the book worth it, in this reviewer's opinion.” 
?Brett Schulte, TOCWOC, A Civil War Blog (April 27, 2009)About the AuthorUntil his retirement in 2007, Ron Field 
was Head of History at the Cotswold School in Bourton-on-the-Water. He was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship in 
1982 and taught history at Piedmont High School in California from 1982 to 1983. He was associate editor of the 
Confederate Historical Society of Great Britain, from 1983 to 1992. He is an internationally acknowledged expert on 
US military history, and was elected a Fellow of the Company of Military Historians, based in Washington, DC, in 
2005. 


