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Robert K. Massie : Peter the Great: His Life and World  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Peter the Great: His Life and World: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Peter the Great does this with magical easeBy Heidi Marshall-
WagnerRobert K. Massie has an almost uncanny ability to take you back in time. Peter the Great does this with 
magical ease. We get to know the child, the youth, the man and the Tsar, with all the details we need to form a 
relationship that lasts as long as this long masterpiece does. As in all of his historical biographies he brings the times 
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and the individuals that made the greatest impact on who we are today to the forefront. He defines actions, humanity, 
foibles and strengths with the skill of a novelist. He draws you into the actions of Peter from shipbuilding to war-
making, along with his eccentricities which are many. All of Massie's historical novels should be a must read for 
individuals who are interested in the past, and I would recommend this book to everyone who loves a fantastically well 
written book about a man who still resonates in our own time.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
Wonderfully written - balanced history of Peter The GreatBy steveinriversideVisited Moscow and Petersburg last 
year. My only regret is that I did not read this book before going. It enriched my appreciation for what I saw and heard 
from guides beyond measure. It also helped me understand the part of Soviet/Russian history (Cold War to to the 
present) that I have lived through. It also is filled with wonderful verbal portraits of other key European and Eastern 
leaders of the time. This book is for anyone who loves a great story wonderfully told.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. A fascinating, extensive history of 17th-18th century Europe!By Susan RobinsonI am still reading this 
book, but I have found a very easy, entertaining read. In addition to Peter the Great, the book (I guess the "and World" 
part) covers the major European monarchs of the time. I have learned so much about the leaders of 17th - early 18th 
century Europe that I never knew, without much work on my part!

Winner of the Pulitzer PrizeAgainst the monumental canvas of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Europe and Russia 
unfolds the magnificent story of Peter the Great, crowned co-tsar at the age of ten. Robert K. Massie delves deep into 
the life of this captivating historical figure, chronicling the pivotal events that shaped a boy into a legend—including 
his “incognito” travels in Europe, his unquenchable curiosity about Western ways, his obsession with the sea and 
establishment of the stupendous Russian navy, his creation of an unbeatable army, his transformation of Russia, and 
his relationships with those he loved most: Catherine, the robust yet gentle peasant, his loving mistress, wife, and 
successor; and Menshikov, the charming, bold, unscrupulous prince who rose to wealth and power through Peter’s 
friendship. Impetuous and stubborn, generous and cruel, tender and unforgiving, a man of enormous energy and 
complexity, Peter the Great is brought fully to life.

“Enthralling . . . as fascinating as any novel and more so than most.”—The New York Times Book “Urgently readable 
. . . the work of a master of narrative history.”—Newsweek“Written in a style that combines vigor, clarity, and 
sensitivity . . . should be the envy of historians and novelists alike.”—Chicago Sun-Times “Fascinating . . . an 
absorbing book.”—The Plain Dealer “Exceptional.”—The New YorkerFrom the Inside Flap"Enthralling . . . As 
fascinating as any novel and more so than most." The New York Times Book The Pulitzer Prize-Winning Bestseller 
by the author of DREADNOUGHT.Against the monumental canvas of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Europe 
and Russia unfolds the magnificent story of Peter the Great, one of the most extraordinary rulers in history. Impetuous 
and stubborn, generous and cruel, tender and unforgiving, a man of enormous energy and complexity, Peter the Great 
is brought fully to life in this exceptional biography.About the AuthorRobert K. Massie was born in Lexington, 
Kentucky, and studied American history at Yale and European history at Oxford, which he attended as a Rhodes 
Scholar. He was president of the Authors Guild from 1987 to 1991. His books include Nicholas and Alexandra, Peter 
the Great: His Life and World (for which he won a Pulitzer Prize for biography), The Romanovs: The Final Chapter, 
Dreadnought: Britain, Germany, and the Coming of the Great War, Castles of Steel: Britain, Germany, and the 
Winning of the Great War at Sea, and Catherine the Great: Portrait of a Woman. 


