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Douglas Strong : Perfectionist Palitics: Abalitionism and the Religious Tensions of American Democr acy
(Religion and Politics) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all
praised Perfectionist Politics. Abolitionism and the Religious Tensions of American Democracy (Religion and

Politics):


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0815629249

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Karol KucinskiDeserves 10 stars

Thiswork covers the story of an important antebellum reform movement: ecclesiastical abolitionism. It coversthe
struggle among the most radical religionsto purge their churches and society of sin, especially slavery, and their
uncompromising efforts to force morality into political discourse.

From Library Journal The American conceit, in Alexis de Tocqueville's words, "to harmonize earth with heaven" in
part explains the antebellum rage for perfectionist politics. The struggle among the most radical religions to purge their
churches and society of sin, especially slavery, and their uncompromising efforts to force morality into political
discourse are nowhere better told than in historian Strong's informed exegesis of perfectionist ideas and personalities
and his careful mapping of the schisms and political awakenings across western New Y ork, from which so much
antebellum reform and evangelism emerged. Ecclesiastical abolitionism did not end slavery or redeem the religious
establishment, but it did point the way to the Holiness movement and Social Gospel of alater day. Strong (They
Walked in the Spirit: Personal Faith and Social Action in America, Westminster John Knox, 1997) reminds us that
ethical issues were part of American politics long before the Civil Rights crusades and the Moral Mgority. Highly
recommended for academic libraries. ARandall M. Miller, St. Joseph's Univ., Philadelphia Copyright 1999 Reed
Business Information, Inc. The struggle among the most radical religionsto purge their churches and society of sin,
especially savery, and their uncompromising efforts to force morality into political discourse are nowhere better told
than in historian Strong’ sinformed exegesis of perfectionist ideas and personalities and his careful mapping of the
schisms and political awakenings across western New Y ork. . . . Strong reminds us that ethical issues were part of
American politics long before the Civil Rights crusades and the Moral Majority." (Library Journal)Strong masterfully
establishes a clear and specific tie between the revivalism of upstate New Y ork’s ‘burned-over district’ and the
abolitionist Liberty Party. (Religious Studies )About the AuthorDouglas M. Strong is professor of the history of
Christianity at Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D. C. He is the author of They Walked in Spirit: Personal
Faith and Social Actionin America.



