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Kenneth M. Stampp : Peculiar Institution: Slavery in the Ante-Bellum South  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Peculiar Institution: Slavery in the Ante-Bellum South: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Excellent reference materialBy RuqayyahThis was an excellent read, 
i was actually lead to it by reading another book which kept referencing this one. It has a lot of information about the 
time of slavery in America. Many of the ideas surrounding slavery are explored, some disproven, and some supported. 
Much of the information comes from plantation letters, newsletter articles, and notices in newspapers. There is an 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0679723072


attempt by the author to be very objective and just stick with the facts.Some parts are dry, but those are the ones 
surrounding the statistics of what was grown, where, for how long, how certain crops were introduced, etc. This was 
done for a reason because a lot of it helps set the environment of the time that slavery was a main institution.Must 
have.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Slavery -- revealed!By lynn j barbourI read this book years ago 
and my copy was damaged when our sump pump misfunctioned! A mess! So, have recently retired and am re-reading 
some of my favorite books. I strongly recommend this book for all people; good historical account of slavery, with 
excellent source documentation. Takes you not only inside the economics of slavery but also the social and cultural 
aspects.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Reading a paperback version of book published originally in 
1956 ...By RolloReading a paperback version of book published originally in 1956 as a personal Black History month 
personal project. Should be required reading for all Americans of any background or ethnicity....as it was for my wife's 
humanities course at Cornell U in 1970's.

Winner of the Lincoln PrizeStampp’s classic study of American slavery as a deliberately chosen, practical system of 
controlling and exploiting labor is one of the most important and influential works of American history written in our 
time. “A thoughtful and deeply moving book. . . . Mr. Stampp wants to show specifically what slavery was like, why it 
existed, and what it did to the American people.”—Bruce Catton

"A thoughtful, deeply moving book....Mr. Stampp wants to show specifically what slavery was like, why it existed, 
and what it did to the American people .... There is a massive impact to this book-made all the more effective by the 
fact that its author writes with a dispassionate and scholarly objectivity -- which helps to make it one of the most 
valuable and memorable books ever written in this field."-- Bruce Catton"In ten sparkling chapters the book details 
and illuminates every aspect of slavery....Slavery is viewed not as a method of regulating race relations, not as an 
arrangement that was in its essence paternalistic, but as a practical system of controlling and exploiting labor. How the 
slaves worked, how they resisted bondage, how they were disciplined, how they lived their lives in the quarters, and 
how they behaved toward each other and toward their masters are themes which receive full exploration.... The 
materials are handled with imagination and verve, the style is polished, the factual evidence is precise and accurate. 
Some scholars will disagree with the conclusions. No one can afford to disregard them."-- Frank W. Klingberg, 
American Historical "The Peculiar Institution is one of the most important and provocative works on Southern history 
to appear in our generation."-- David Donald, CommentaryFrom the Back CoverMr. Stampp wants to show 
specifically what slavery was like, why it existed, and what it did to the American people.About the AuthorKenneth 
M. Stampp was twice awarded John Simon Guggenheim Fellowships, held two fellowships at the Huntington Library, 
and has been a Visiting Fellow at All Souls College, Oxford. A specialist in ninteenth-century American history, he is 
the author of many books on that period, including The Era of Reconstruction. Mr. Stampp died in 2009. 


