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Adrian Goldsworthy : Pax Romana: War, Peace and Conquest in the Roman World before purchasing it in

order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Pax Romana: War, Peace and Conquest in the
Roman World:

60 of 60 people found the following review helpful. A Must Read for Anyone Interested in Roman HistoryBy Martin
L obelFor anyone interested in Roman history thisis amust read. The author combines an encyclopedic knowledge of


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300178824

original sources and recent archeological discoveries with afluid almost effortless style of writing to make this THE
source book for anyone interested in this period of Roman history. Of course, one shouldn't be surprised since he has
written the definitive biographies of both Julius Caesar and Augustus, not to mention the fall of the Roman Empire,
Anthony and Cleopatra, the Roman army etc. His analysis is measured and balanced. He admits where the evidenceis
weak and lays out the basis of his opinion so the readers can judge for themselves.|'ve been a student of Greek and
Roman history for many years and can truthfully say no author has captured the nuances of Roman rules more
accurately than Adrian Goldsworthy.68 of 72 people found the following review helpful. Very Enlightening with
Excellent ResearchBy J. GroenWhen | think of the Roman Empire, | think of wars, violence, cruelty, etc. | don't think
of peace, and yet, Mr. Goldsworthy makes a compelling argument that, in fact, thanks to the Roman Empire, the area
under its control experienced one of the most peaceful periodsin the history of mankind. He does this via excellent
research, and numerous detailed examples. He does recognize that the peace started to fall apart in the 3rd century AD
and continued until the end of the Roman Empire. And, this was self inflicted. The people didn't rebel, they wanted to
be part of Rome. However, the individualsin power wanted total power, and Rome had numerous civil wars and
turnovers of emperors, viamurder. This resulted in the decline of the military. When the barbarians outside the empire
saw this, and saw their opportunity to have Rome's peace and prosperity, they of course raided and ultimately invaded,
when the Roman military couldn't push them out.This is agreat book. An important add to anyone's library who is
interested in the history of Rome. Even though it can get dry at times, | found it very enlightening.54 of 57 people
found the following review helpful. Pax Romana by noted ancient British historian Dr. Adrian Goldsworthy will add
to your knowledge of the Roman Empire in antiquityBy C. M MillsY our humble reviewer is aretired Presbyterian
pastor. As such | have spent much of my life studying the Roman Empire from whose womb the egg of the Christian
faith was hatched in the first century. In the field of Roman studies my favorite authors include Mary Beard and
Adrian Goldsworthy. In this new book Dr. Goldsworthy:a. Shows us the nuts and bolts of how the mighty Romans
governed their widespread empire. The administration of foreign provinces was left in the usually competent hands of
governors/prefects/procurators who usually did agood job in dealing with slave trade issues, local rebellions, tribal
disputes and the collection of tax revenues.b. The ancient world was a bloody arena and only those who were
aggressive and warlike were able to survive. No one what better at that feat that the Romans. Social Darwinism was
manifest!c. The Roman bureaucracy and government by the Senate was very effectibve.d. Rome kept the peace for the
most part in Europe and the Middle East.e. Major rebellions against Roman rule did occur in Spain, Gaul (Caesar was
the conqueror of thisvital region) Germany (the Romans were uinable to defeat them) and also in parts of Italy.f. The
Romans produced a classical literature that has withstood the test of time. The book iswell illustrated with afine
bibliography but the text is somewhat dry . Lots of funny sounding tribal and ancient names to keep track of.Good
information and a good book.

A groundbreaking and comprehensive history of the Roman Peace from one of the leading historians of the ancient
world Best-selling author Adrian Goldsworthy turns his attention to the Pax Romana, the famous peace and prosperity
brought by the Roman Empire at its height in the first and second centuries AD. Y et the Romans were conquerors,
imperialists who took by force avast empire stretching from the Euphrates to the Atlantic coast. Ruthless, Romans
won peace not through coexistence but through dominance; millions died and were enslaved during the creation of
their empire. Pax Romana examines how the Romans came to control so much of the world and asks whether
traditionally favorable images of the Roman peace are true. Goldsworthy vividly recounts the rebellions of the
conquered, examining why they broke out, why most failed, and how they became exceedingly rare. He reveals that
hostility was just one reaction to the arrival of Rome and that from the outset, conquered peoples collaborated, formed
alliances, and joined invaders, causing resistance movements to fade away.

"Goldsworthy brings awonderful vitality to his subject. . . . The reader is treated to an enthralling view of a highly
complex system of governance [in which] Goldsworthy gives statecraft its proper emphasis."—Gerard DeGroot,
Times (London)



