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David Hackett Fischer : Paul Revere'sRide before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised Paul Revere's Ride:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Much More Than Just the RideBy CatManExcellent book not just
about Revere but about the grass roots movement of the Americans for the Revolution. The author tells about how
Revere was one of the leaders of getting the colonist together to form militia's. They knew someday the revolution was
coming and needed to be prepared. They just didn't jJump out of their houses when the British showed up in Lexington
and Concord. They were well organized and knew what to do. Many had served in the French and Indian War and


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195098315

other conflicts. Revere's ride has been romanticized from the beginning. Thistells exactly how it happened and how he
went about doing it. The author also informs us about the British soldiers too. He tells much about Gage and what
made up his decisions during thistime. Thisisavery enlightening book that will keep your attention all the way
through it.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Command of the Facts and Great StorytellingBy
DatamanDavid Hackett Fischer’s book “Paul Revere' s Ride” is a superb read. The author wrote the book to dispel the
myths surrounding this well-known event in American history—an event that has largely been neglected by
professiona historians. Thetitle of the book is a little misleading; the book is not just about Paul Revere' s midnight
ride, it's also about the first battles of the revolution at Lexington and Concord. One of the great values of the book is
that Fischer helps the reader see both sides of the conflict. In contrast to Revere, Fischer gives us an account of
Thomas Gage, the last royal governor of Massachusetts and the British commander-in-chief. Fischer does a good job
of showing us the cultural differences that existed between the colonists and English at this time. He used primary
sources and a knowledge of the period to put together the events that happened prior to, during, and after April 19,
1775. Stories are told from the perspectives of townspeople, soldiers, militia, tavern owners, volunteers, young and
old, men, women and children. To draw closure, the last chapter tells us the fate of both major and minor participants.
Fischer is a historian with a command of the facts and a gift for storytelling. | highly recommend “Paul Revere's
Ride.”1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Ticket for a Great RideBy CustomerThe story that istold in
this book captures the drama and suspense around events that took place at the beginning of the War of Independence.
Its two main characters, Paul Revere and General Thomas Gage, were both men of high principles and both believed
in American liberty in their own way--one because he wanted to break the tyranny of home country rule, the other
because he believed that his future and that of his family wasin America. What is said about the General's wife,
Margaret Kemble Gage, may or may not be true and the book presents new evidence in avery entertaining way. In this
case truth may indeed be stranger than fiction... A ticket for thisride is well worthwhile.

Paul Revere's midnight ride looms as an almost mythical event in American history--yet it has been largely ignored by
scholars and |eft to patriotic writers and debunkers. Now one of the foremost American historians offers the first
serious look at the events of the night of April 18, 1775--what led up to it, what really happened, and what followed--
uncovering atruth far more remarkable than the myths of tradition.In Paul Revere's Ride, David Hackett Fischer
fashions an exciting narrative that offers deep insight into the outbreak of revolution and the emergence of the
American republic. Beginning in the years before the eruption of war, Fischer illuminates the figure of Paul Revere, a
man far more complex than the simple artisan and messenger of tradition. Revere ranged widely through the complex
world of Boston's revolutionary movement--from organizing local mechanics to mingling with the likes of John
Hancock and Samuel Adams. When the fateful night arrived, more than sixty men and women joined him on his task
of alarm--an operation Revere himself helped to organize and set in motion. Fischer recreates Revere's capture that
night, showing how it had an important impact on the events that followed. He had an uncanny gift for being at the
center of events, and the author follows him to Lexington Green--setting the stage for afresh interpretation of the
battle that began the war. Drawing on intensive new research, Fischer reveals a clash very different from both patriotic
and iconoclastic myths. The local militiawere elaborately organized and intelligently led, in a manner that had deep
rootsin New England. On the morning of April 19, they fought in fixed positions and close formation, twice breaking
the British regulars. In the afternoon, the American officers switched tactics, forging aring of fire around the
retreating enemy which they maintained for several hours--an extraordinary feat of combat leadership. In the days that
followed, Paul Revere led a new battle-- for public opinion--which proved even more decisive than the fighting
itself.]When the alarm-riders of April 18 took to the streets, they did not cry, "the British are coming,” for most of
them still believed they were British. Within a day, many began to think differently. For George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, John Adams, and Thomas Paine, the news of Lexington was their revolutionary Rubicon. Paul Revere's
Ride returns Paul Revere to center stagein these critical events, capturing both the drama and the underlying
developmentsin atriumphant return to narrative history at its finest.

From School Library JournalY A-A whole book about a minor incident? Y ou bet, and aterrific book, at that. Fischer's
exhaustive research shows that Revere played an important role in pre-Revolutionary Boston that included, but was by
no means limited to, his midnight ride. The author shows how Longfellow's poem deliberately distorted the factsin
order to suit the political climate of the times; the real story surrounding Revere's role and the battles of Concord and
Lexington isinfinitely more interesting because it involves planning, courage, danger, suspense, and national destiny.
Thisisexciting history, and Fischer adeptly paintsit in stirring tones while giving background information on Revere
and General Thomas Gage. For the rest of their lives, people remembered where they were when Revere made his
famous midnight ride, as readers will remember this fascinating account.Judy McAloon, Potomac Library, Prince
William County, VACopyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library Journallt is rare when a scholarly
history will appeal to a general readership, but such is the case with this book. Part biography of Revere and part
history of the battles of Lexington and Concord, it places the "midnight ride" in the broad context of American



resistance to Great Britain as just one of many similar actions taken by Revere and others. Particularly good is
Fischer's (history, Brandeis Univ.) description of the civilian reaction to the British march to Concord and his
exploration of the "spontaneous’ rising of the New England militiato fight the British. Fischer's ulterior motiveisto
return contingency to its central importance in the historical process--to restore the "causal power of particular actions
and contingent events." In the process he has written a meticulously researched and wonderfully evocative narrative
that will be enjoyed by history lovers and scholars alike.- David B. Mattern, Univ. of Virginia,
CharlottesvilleCopyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistAn iconic patriot, or an insignificant
courier--Fischer plays these opposing images of the Bostonian silversmith against the middiein alively reconstruction
of the man and his role in the outbreak of war on Lexington Green. Supported by meticulous research, but using a
brisk pace, Fischer begins his recounting of "contingent events' with the British decision in late 1774 to seize colonia
munitions. The British commander, General Gage, had mounted severa raids before the fateful one on Concord; and
Revere in response had galloped hither and yon, keeping his fellow Whigs alert to the next attempt to disarm them.
The midnight rides (there were two other messengers besides Revere) and the bloody clashes on April 19 unfold in a
volley-by-volley dramathat factorsin all known participants, including afew spies unknown to this day. Once
celebrated as an event that galvanized, much like Fort Sumter, each side in the irreconcilable imperial/colonial dispute,
Revere's period of glory has perhaps been unduly relegated to obscurity (many school texts don't mention him). This
balanced recounting of his activities restores hisimportance--and the feel for the motivations of his compatriots and
their antagonists. An enjoyable work that doesn't compromise its scholarly accuracy. Gilbert Taylor



