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Richard Hall : Patriots in Disguise: Women Warriors of the Civil War (First Edition)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Patriots in Disguise: Women Warriors of the 
Civil War (First Edition): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Women in the Civil WarBy A CustomerIn Patriots in Disguise by 
Richard Hall, I learned about all the roles the women played in the Civil War, from nursing, serving as patriotic 
leaders, and some even would go so far as to dress in male attire to serve their cause. The book mainly focuses around 
the stories of a few important figures: the nurse Anna Etheridge, and soldiers-in-disguise Sarah Emma Edmonds (aka 
Frank Thompson) and Loreta Janeta Velazquez (aka Lieutenant Harry T. Buford). In a time when women had limited 
rights, the only way that these courageous figures could serve was in disguises of military uniform, a big difference 
from the hoops skirts and corsets that they had previously worn. It was a major step in women's rights and the fight for 
gender equality.I enjoyed the topic of this book, women's roles in the Civil War, but I continued to wonder exactly 
how the women could pull off male disguises without being known. I did find it amusing at the end of the book to 
discover that some women were caught when they had babies and even one was discovered after trying to pull her 
pants on over her head. This book didn't exactly give me more information about the Civil War itself, but I liked that 
the roles of women was mainly told through the tales of the women who had done them. Before I read this book, I 
never really had thought about how courageous these women were to risk their lives and take the secret of their 
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identity to their grave, all because they wanted adventure and they believed in their cause or wanted to support their 
home state, and feel like a true patriot. They could take action in the war, instead of just staying at home and helping 
the wounded troops, but by helping fill their ranks.I didn't exactly enjoy the writing style of the book because it read 
more like a history book without one specific plot line, but it wasn't too long of a book, so I was able to finish it 
quickly and get it over with. I don't think that I would recommend this book as either a book for pleasure or even as a 
book that you should choose when needing to read about the Civil War. On the other hand, I wouldn't say that it is the 
worst book ever as long as you are at least interested in women roles in the Civil War, but the information given is 
only satisfactory.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Women in the Military... Nothing New!By Amy L. 
SnowWe might think that women in the military is a modern day phenomenon, related somehow to the Women's Lib 
movement. But, SURPRISE, Richard Hall paints a colorful historical picture of many patriotic and dedicated women 
who, in a period in our country's history dominated by hoop skirts and constricting corsets, secretely traded their hoops 
and corsets for military battle uniforms. Disguised as men -- the only way for these women to serve in our country's 
Civil War military campaigns -- they served in disguise, discovered as women only when they were injured and 
required medical care in field hospitals! Author Richard Hall has researched these women's lives extensively, and the 
many pages of actual Civil War-era photographs and engravings included in the book bring these women's stories to 
life in vivid detail.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Patriots in DisguiseBy K. FreemanNot wildly 
scholarly, but reasonably useful discussion of women who were on the battlefield in the Civil War. This is structured 
around descriptions of specific women such as the nurse Anna Etheridge, the soldier Franklin Thompson, the 
whatever-she-really-was Loreta Janeta Velazquez. There isn't much theoretical discussion here, nor is there much 
explanation of how women's disguises were able to work--and, despite the title, much time is given to vivandieres, 
nurses and the like.

Book by Richard Hall

From Publishers WeeklyHis failure to incorporate the arguments and conclusions of recent feminist theory on women 
warriors restricts freelance writer Hall's work to a simple narrative, but his book has its strengths. He concentrates on 
women, disguised as men, who served in the Civil War as soldiers, and succeeds in clearing away many of the 
romantic assumptions about the subject. What emerges is a compendium of fact and legend, interesting as much for its 
mythic aspect as for its historical accuracy. The text devotes too little space to the roles played during the war by 
soldiers' wives and their children. But despite its flaws, the book makes a useful contribution to a growing body of 
literature on "women who run with the wolves." Photos not seen by PW. Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.From Library JournalAs is obvious from the acknowledgments, chapter notes, and appendixes, Hall ( Uninvited 
Guests , Aurora Press, 1988) went through a great deal of material for this documentary. And it shows. During this 
modern time of debate over the worthiness of females for combat, his book is surprisingly timely. After reading it the 
mere thought of a woman with a gun should turn any soldier's blood to Kool-Aid. The adventures of Anna Etheridge, 
Sara Edmonds, and Loreta Janeta Velazquez as well as the exploits of nameless other heroines in combat is thrilling to 
read even after a century and a third. Many of these women served with husbands, lovers, or brothers, but many served 
with the purest spirit of patriotism and adventure. They invented the double-agent concept before there was an 007. 
Recommended for Civil War freaks and general readers.- Lynn Thompson, formerly with Ozark Regional Lib., 
Ironton, Mo.Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


