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Hans Von Luck : Panzer Commander: The Memoirs of Hans von Luck  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Panzer Commander: The Memoirs of Hans von Luck: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Definite must-read for all enthusiasts of german armored warfare in 
WWIIBy Lieven DebelsA good book on the life of Hans von Luck. The book takes you with von Luck into the many 
battles and struggles he participated in. I find there are 4 major parts in the book. The first part decribes his training as 
a young officer in the pre-war years, the second his military career during the war (he was active on practically all 
European theatres and in North Africa), third comes his years in Russian captivity and lastly he talks about his life 
after his release from Russia and his effort to reintegrate in normal life.The book shows von Luck as an ardent and 
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gifted commander, but also as a human. Respecting the civil population in the areas his units pass through, respecting 
his men and respecting his enemies. Also shows that not all German officers agreed with the madness of Hitler and the 
top nazi officials.A good read, a fascinating story that takes you all around the European (Western and Eastern front) 
and North African battlefields.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Best IIWW memori book read so 
farBy Lector espanolOne of the best and most honest memoir books I've read so far. Well written, von Luck was a 
Rommel's close staff member through his military career, fighting in alll major fronts (Poland, france, Russia, North 
Africa, Normandy and Germany). Excellent and quite engaging description of the actions in North Africa leading a 
panzer recon unit and operation Epsom in Normandy. I strongly recommend this book to anyone interested in military 
history and wargaming alike.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. There can be honor in defeatBy 
CustomerUsually, we read about the winners, they're feats of courage and they're sacrifice for freedom and liberty. 
This is the other side of the battling soldiers: they're sense of honor and commitment for they're country, they're naif 
expectations of a better Germany and the bitter last fights for survival. Through the author's writing we can find the 
value of respect for the enemy and surprisingly (or not...) the sympathy for the people in the occupied nations. War is 
atrocious but warriors don't have to be. Highly recommended.

Panzer Commander is one of the classic memoirs of the Second World War. A professional soldier, Hans von Luck 
joined the Panzerwaffe in its earliest days, where he served under Erwin Rommel, and went on to fight in the 
Blitzkrieg in Poland, France and the Soviet Union. He then served with the Afrika Korps in the Western Desert, and 
tells of the sometimes chivalrous relationship with the British 8th Army.After the collapse in Africa, he returned to 
Europe and fought throughout the Normandy campaign, and was responsible for the failure of the British breakout 
attempt, Operation ‘Goodwood’. He then took part in the final desperate battles on the Eastern Front. Captured by the 
Soviets at the end of the war, he was held for five years in a prison camp in the Caucasus. After the war, he formed 
friendships with those who had been his opponents during it, including Major John Howard, who had led the capture 
of Pegasus Bridge in Normandy.With a new preface by the author’s widow, this unique and valuable account of one 
man’s war and its aftermath is required reading for all those interested in the Second World War.

'this unique account of one German mans war is required reading for all those interested in WWII' Military History 
MonthlyAbout the AuthorBorn in 1911 in Flensburg, Germany, HANS VON LUCK joined the Reichswehr as a cadet 
in 1929. He served in the Panzerwaffe from its earliest days until the very end of the Second World War. After five 
years in a Soviet prison camp, he returned to Germany in 1950, working first as a hotel receptionist and then in the 
coffee business. He died in 1997. 


