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Brian Leehan : Pale Horse at Plum Run: The First Minnesota at Gettysburg  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Pale Horse at Plum Run: The First Minnesota at Gettysburg: 

9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Detailed description of the 1st Minnesota Regiment experiences in 
the Civil WarBy J. GroenThis book provides a detailed perspective of the 1st Minnesota Regiment's experiences 
during the Civil War. It does this primarily through the first person comments of the men who served in the regiment. 
It shares the ups and downs of serving and fighting in the Civil War.To me, this book was an excellent one for a 
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couple of reasons. First, it provided a more detailed layout of what happened on July 2nd than any other book that I've 
read - when the 1st Minnesota charged the Confederates and stopped their attack on Cemetary Ridge. This is the best 
description of that event that I've read so far - laying out what happenend on both flanks of the regiment - with 
Willard's New York regiments on their left attacking Barksdale's Mississippi Brigade and the 19th Maine on the right, 
and what occured with the primary companies of the 1st regiment that were involved in the charge. It also mentions 
the experiences of some of the companies that were placed on separate duty including the sharpshooters. Second, it 
questions some of the myths regarding this event in the main body of the book and then provides a very logical and 
fact based reason why it disagreed with these myths in an excellent appendix. The myth that 262 men attacked and 47 
returned for 82% casualties is questioned with facts. Third, it provides a very readable perspective of what happened 
after the battle of Gettysburg with the individuals who survived and the regiment.This book isn't for a casual reader of 
the Civil War though. This is for a reader who wants to dig into the details of what happened during the largest and 
most important battle fought on US soil - the battle of Gettysburg. Since this book provides the details for the 
experienced Civil War reader, I highly recommend it.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. good bookBy 
Mac-Twanted to read about the first Minnesota and bought this book. good overall, and did a nice job discussing the 
regiment and events around Gettysburg. I liked this book. if you want to look into the history of the regiment then I 
think this book will satisfy a lot of your questions3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. good readBy 
Donald R. JohnsonFrom a seemingly small event that occurred on the 2nd day of the Battle of Gettysburg, the story of 
a few minutes of ultimate courage that changed the outcome of that horrific day. Mr. Leehan is an excellent writer and 
historian and helped me understand the context of the role of the 1st Minnesota at Gettysburg. I read this in 
preparation for visiting Gettysburg for the 150th anniversary of the battle and it was very helpful.

Minnesota Book Award Winner! The smoke had just cleared from the last volley of musketry at Gettysburg. Nearly 70 
percent of the First Minnesota regiment lay dead or dying on the field--one of the greatest losses of any unit engaged 
in the Civil War. The significance of this July 2, 1863, battle at Gettysburg is widely known, but the harrowing details 
of the First's heroic stand that stopped a furious rebel assault have long been buried. In Pale Horse at Plum Run Brian 
Leehan brings the full story of the First at Gettysburg to light as he examines personal accounts, eyewitness reports, 
and official records to construct a remarkably detailed and compelling narrative. "Brian Leehan's account of the First 
Minnesota on Cemetery Ridge is the most detailed and complete I have read. His exhaustive research and compelling 
narrative are impressive and offer a much fuller understanding of the regiment's extraordinary feats." -- Richard Moe, 
author of The Last Full Measure: The Life and Death of the First Minnesota Volunteers

"Brian Leehan's account of the First Minnesota on Cemetery Ridge is the most detailed and complete I have read. His 
exhaustive research and compelling narrative are impressive and offer a much fuller understanding of the regiment?s 
extraordinary feats." -- Richard Moe, author of The Last Full Measure: The Life and Death of the First Minnesota 
Volunteers 


