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John Wukovits : Pacific Alamo: The Battle for Wake Island  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Pacific Alamo: The Battle for Wake Island: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent, well writtenBy Scott M in SCExcellent, well written, 
detailed book about a little-known aspect of the war in the Pacific. At the outset of the war, when all the momentum 
was with the Japanese and all the odds were in their favor, this small band of Marines, civilians and a few others, did 
what no one else ever did - repulsed a Japanese invasion attempt. In doing so, they helped the American military and 
public see that the Japanese were not invincible, that we did have a chance, and that our soldiers, sailors and airmen - 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0451212053


and even civilians - could stand up to them. They gave the country hope when their had been none. The book follows 
their story from before the war, during the invasion, and what happened to them after. It reads quickly and easily, and 
is motivational, inspirational and encouraging. Highly recommended.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
I landed at Wake Atoll twice during the Vietnam war ...By William D. BurdettI landed at Wake Atoll twice during the 
Vietnam war and neither time did I recall the impact of the battle that took place there. Recently my son in law, a 
marine a Marine Corp aviator landed there and, being the junior officer in the squadron, he was tasked with the job of 
briefing them on what happened there.By comparison to other island battles of WW II, Wake was a mere skirmish, but 
in terms of the impact on the morale of the morale of the American people it was gigantic. Coming the day after the 
attack on Pearl Harbor a hand full of Marines and contract construction workers turned back a planned Japanese 
landing sinking three ships in the process. Result was a tremendous boost in the morale of a nation.The story of the 
courage and ingenuity of the defenders isuplifting0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
EricGreat Story.

It happened in the shadow of Pearl Harbor-mere hours after the first attack on the day that would "live in infamy." But 
few know the full story of Wake Island. Now a prominent military historian, breaking new ground on the assault, 
relates the compelling events of that day and the heroic struggle that followed. Thanks to the brave Marines stationed 
there-and the civilian construction workers who selflessly put their lives on the line to defend the island-what was 
supposed to be an easy victory became a protracted and costly battle for Imperial Japan. This is the story of that battle, 
from survivors on both sides, and with a gallery of historic photos. 

“John Wukovits has given this epic drama new meaning for a challenging time…. Pacific Alamo is an engaging, 
fascinating account of bravery in a desperate situation.”—WWII History “A remarkable chronology of a nearly 
forgotten episode in the early days of World War II… celebrates the heroism of the Marine defenders and the civilian 
construction crew that elected to stay and fight alongside the military.”—The Virginian–Pilot “[A] skillful blending of 
highly detailed research and a host of first-person accounts.”—Flint Whitlock, Author of The Fighting First: The 
Untold Story of the Big Red One on D-DayAbout the AuthorJohn Wukovits is a military expert and an authority on 
U.S. history in the Pacific Theater of World War II. He is the author of Pacific Alamo: The Battle for Wake Island, as 
well as several military biographies and many articles for such publications as WWII History, Naval History, World 
War II, The Journal of Military History, The Naval War College , and Air Power History. 


