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John Esten Cooke : Outlinesfrom the Outpost (L akeside Classics) before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Outlines from the Outpost (L akeside Classics):

0 of O people found the following review helpful. A Treasure to my LibraryBy SEHThoroughly delightful! These are
earlier published antedotes written by "Virginia's War Correspondent” to a Southern weekly newspaper beginning in
the summer of 1862. That correspondent was J. Esten Cooke, and he published his articles under the nom de guerre
Tristan Joyeuse, Gent. Cooke, amember of his cousin JEB Stuart's staff, was a thorough romantic, but an excellent
soldier. While criticized for his flowery, hagiographic writing style, it is significant of the period in which he lived.
Through the nearly constant engagements with the enemy as a Confederate Calvary officer on staff, Cooke keept his
rose-colored glasses and looked to the good in humanity. His "Outlines" are often humorious, sometimes bitter. Thisis
amarked change from the same articles he re-published in Wearing of the Grey, a volume that was published several
years after the close of the Sectional War. He made changes to some (removing the earlier bitterness) and added others
that he still had from his portfolio. Cooke, a sensitive, caring man, was deeply effected by the personal 1osses he
suffered amongst the death of his friends, none more significantly than that of his hero, JEB Stuart, who fell defending
Richmond during the Battle of Y ellow Tavern (dying the following day, May 12, 1864). Although he remained a staff
officer until the end of the war, and later went on to write additional novels and biographies of his heroes, his writing
never advanced, much to his critics dismay. | find no fault in that. Tragedy changes a person, and Cooke himself,
acknowledged that his writing style never improved. But his devotion to Stuart, to the Southern cavalry, and the
Southern cause remained his sole objective in recording the deeds of the great men he lived amongst for four sad
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years. | highly recommend thislittle volume. It is atreasure to my library.
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